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That which I ſee not, teach thou me: If I have 
done Iniquity, I will do no more. | 


Job xxxiv. 32. 
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| Cnntofran-Nuano, &c. 


CounTaynnn, 


EN a War between the Kings 
of Congo and Angola, my Fa- 
ther and all his Family, with 
above Three Hundred of our 
1 »Neighbours, were taken Pri- 
5 N in one Morning, by one of the 
= Enemy's] s Parties, The Slave-T raders (ſent 
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from Europe under the Protection of the 


Nations to which they belong) lay gaping 

for us on the Coaſt, whither we were di- 
rectly carried, and fold (as you know the 

| Cuſtom is in all our Countries) to thoſe 
Traders by our Captors, or their Agents. 
Fifty of us, with about Two Hundred 
and Fifty more of (at leaſt) ten different 
Nations in Africa, were clapp'd on board 


an Engliſo Ship, belonging to three or 
four eminent Merchants in London, one of 


whom, as I have ſince heard, was then 


Lord Mayor of that City. All the Men 
| were immediately handcuff'd and ſhackled, 
Two and Two, and lodg'd in one Apart- 
ment; and the Women and Children in 
another. As wie lay at Anchor, ſeveral 
Deſigns were formed to kill the Maſter 
and Sailors, and make our Eſcape ; but 
they kept fo good a Guard that nothing 
could be done. And indeed had we de- = 
ſttroy'd them all, our Condition would 
546 been the ſame, or rather worſe than 
it was; for we ſhou'd ſoon have been fe- 
_ duced by the other Ships that lay near us, 
and divided amongſt them; or, ſuppoſing | 
we cou d have eſcap'd ſafe to Land. the ite 
People on the Coaſt, or the Negro- Nation 
that inhabited there, would have made us 
Priſoners a ſecond Time, and either re- 
ſtor' d us to the Factors of the former Pur- 
chaſers on a 1 or ſold us again to 


ſome : 


[3] 


ſome of the other Ships; or if neither of 


theſe, they would have kept us for the 


next Market. Nothing was attempted till 


eight or nine Days after we had left the 
Coaſt; and then one of our ſtouteſt Men 


having made a Shift to work off his Irons 
in the dark, he preſently knock d off the I- 


rons of another, and in a little Time almoſt 
all of them got unfetter'd, when fallying 


forth, all of the ſudden, on the Ship's 


Crew, they made en the Cheſt of 


Arms, but in vain; however, what with 
the Irons they had knock'd off of them- 


ſelves, and what with the other Imple- 
ments they could pick up in the Ship, 
three or four of the Sailors were Kkill'd, 
and two toſs'd over-board ; and before the 
Inſurrection could be quell'd, many of 
our Men were ſlain, and more wounded ; 
and ſome that had been molt active in the 
Fight, being afraid of Puniſhment, 


perhaps diſdaining to live, leapp'd into . 


Sea, and 1 T think we loſt near 
Fifty in all 
we Aid not gain the Victory, and kill the 


And happy was it for us that 
Whites to a Man, as (I ſuppoſe) is always 


done when our Countrymen get the bet- 
ter at Sea; for then we muſt have periſh'd 
for want of Skill to navigate the Veſſel. 
Tis true theſe Skirmiſhes happen but 


now and then, our Men either growing 


; taint-hearted when out of Sight of Land, 


B 2 or 
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or elſe being ſo narrowly watched as to 


have no Opportunities of exerting them- 


ſelves; but thus it was in the Ship that 
brought me hither, and thus it is too of- 


ten in others, as theſe Whites know to 
their Coſt, The Small-pox breaking out 


ſoon after, ſwept away about an Hundred 
more of us. On our Arrival here, the 
Supercargo, or the Factors of the Land 
Merchants who own'd the Ship (I don't 
remember which) made Publicities. that 
” baving imported from Guinea One hundred 


and fifty Negro-Slaves, Men, Women, 
and Children, the fame wou'd be fold on 
ſuch a Day to the beſt Bidders; and ac- 


cordingly we were all brought aſhore, and 

ſold on that and the two following Days 2 
and our Importers gave the Purchaſers the 
ſame Title tous that our Conquerors in Afri- 

ca had given to them, z. e. neither of them _ 
made any other Articles in our Behalf, 
than a Man who ſells a Horſe or a Cow in 


open Market uſually does for thoſe Brutes. 


I was ſcarce ſeven Years old when I was 
thus ſold, with my Father and Eight 
more of our Kindred and Acquaintance to 
a Planter up the Country, who taking a 


Liking to my Face, put me to School for 


two Years, and then: had me baptiz'd. 
At firſt he gave me the Name of Fohn, ; 


but at my Baptiſm Talbot was added to it, 


as having been the Sirname of my Miftreks, 


and 


® 


[5] 


and afterwards when I was confirm'd with 


my young Maſter by the BiſhoÞ of Lon- 


Aon, a Perſon of Quality then preſent (by 
whoſe Means I have receiy'd many Fa- 
vours ſince) wondring and pleas' d to ſee 
one of our Colour at Confirmation, vouch- 
ſafed to honour me with the further Addi- 
tion of Campo-bell, My Father ſoon grew 


weak and ſickly, and did not live above 
three Veats; his laſt Words were (ſpeak- 


ing to me in our own Language, as he al- 
Ways did) Not to t or get my Mother-Tongue, 


but rather to ſtudy to improve in it; for he 


| ſeem'd to have a ſtrong Apprehenſion, that 
I might, one Time or other, contribute 
to the bringing over ſome of our Coun- 
trymen to the Ways and Religion of the 
Enxgliſb, which was his Heart's Defirez 
and fo punctual have J been in obeying 
his dying Command, that I can now 
ſpeak three of the moſt current Languages 
in our Parts of Africa. Not many Months 
after his Death, my Maſter ſent his eldeſt 
Son, who was about the ſame Age with 
me, to England for Education, when he 
| was alſo pleas'd to pitch on me to wait on 
him, which I did firſt at a Grammar School 
in Yorkſhire, and next at Oxford, where, 
and at London, he continu'd till his 2 1ſt 
Year, and then travell'd through France, 
Holland, and ſome other Places for near 
three Years, I had never been treated 


like 
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like a Slave, and in all our Studies and 
Travels the young Gentleman uſed me ra- 


ther as a Companion than a Servant. In 
his 25th Year he return'd to this Ifland, 
when he was to have procur'd my Manu- 


miſſion in Form, but happen'd to be pre- 


vented by my old Maſter, who dying, 
alas! ſome Weeks before our Arrival, had 
not only left me my Freedom in his Will, = 
but alſo a Dwelling-houſe, and two Slaves i 
of my own Colour to wait upon me. 1 
ought not to conceal that I was born a 
Slave, as all my Forefathers were time out 
of mind. 5 
Whether the War in ch I was made : 
ga Cuaptive, was juſt or no, I was too young 
to judge; but I have heard my Father 
ſay, that, next to the brutal eee . 
and unbounded Avarice of the Two Kings, 
*twas chiefly owing to the underhand 
Practices of the Emiſſaries of ſome of 
thoſe from Europe who have Settlements 
on the Guinea Coaſt, or who come to 
Trade with our Countrymen there; which 
is not improbable, conſidering the Rea- 
ſon of thoſe Settlements, and the Account 
on which theſe Merchants come, v2. to 
carry on the Slave-Trade ; eſpecially if to 
this it is added, that theſe Wars are al- 
ways laſting, and, notwithſtanding the ſa- 
vage Temper of our People, ſeldom bloody. 
But paſſing that, tis certain that many of 


yourſelves, 
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yourſelves, or of your Forefathers, were 


taken, and ſold in the manner I was; for 


It 1s the Cuſtom in our Countries, as ſome 


of you cannot but know, to kill the Cap- 


tives that are not fit for Sale, z. e. ſuch as 


no body will buy, and to {ell the reſt ; ; and 


we muſt all acknowledge, that if our Side 


had prevail d, we ſhould have ſerv'd our 


Captives no better than we have been ſerv oy 
Men, Women, and Children, are con- 
ſider'd with us as the Growth or Manu- 
facture of the Country, and are treated 
accordingly by their Owners, 7. e. by their 
| Princes, Maſters, or Parents; ; and if at 
any time this is thought! inconvenient, or 
not ſufficient for the Purpoſes of Trade, 
the Prince and People of one Nation are 
eafily perſuaded to pick a Quarrel, and to 


go to Blows, with the Prince and People 


of another Nation, and then the Victors 
diſpoſe of the Vangquiſh d, juſt as the whzte 

People here diſpoſe of their Sugar, Rum, 

and Molaſſes, to thoſe that will give moſt 
for them. Some of you were Slaves in 
Africa, where Servitude, as you know, 
is propagated from Ther to Son. for 


ever, and where the Maſters or Owners 


ſell their Slaves to one another, or to Fo- 

reigners, on the ſame Condition on which 
themſelves poſſeſs them. Among us, bare 
Suſpicion in the Huſband will juſtify him 


in nt his Wife for a Slave, 1 ſmall 
* matter 8 


[4] 


matter of Theft will, in many of our 
Countries, condemn both the guilty Per- 
fon and his whole Family to Servitude, 
or, if Purchaſers cannot be found, to pre- 
ſent Death: and there are many other 


Laws with us, the Violation whereof will 
have the ſame Effect, as you ſee ſome 


Whites are baniſh'd to this Place from 
England, for breaking the. Laws of that 
: Conntey y. And tho' I truſt there is no- 
thing of it now, yet it might be prov'd | 
from“ Letters and Depoſitions not to be 
conteſted, that ſome of our Countrymen 
have been ſtollen or decoy'd from their 
Homes by ſome from England, who dealt 
in the Slave-Trade; I mean by thoſe that 
were call'd Interlopers, for J have not heard 
that any from England, in the Service of 
Companies, have been accuſed of it. And 
I can aſſure you, the ſtealing of Men looks 
ſo black among all the Nations of Europe, 
that could it be legally prov'd on any of 
their People, no Puniſhment would be 


thought too ſevere for them : All the Dif- 
ficulty lies in finding that Proof ; which, 


no doubt, is one Reaſon why theſe Euro- 
 pean Nations have, in a manner, con- 
ſtantly carry'd on the Slave- Trade by ex- 
| cluſive Companies. 8 


* See a Book, intituled, Reflections on . Conftits 


lion and Management of the Trade to Africa, in F o- 


hoſt Part II. I printed by F. Morphew, 1709. 
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I 91 
The Portugueze firſt began this Trade. 


with us, in order to work their own and 


the. Spaniſh Gold and Silver Mines in. 


| America. The Dutch next, obſerving what, 
L precious Commodity Negro- Slaves ſooi- 


became in the V eſt-Indies, went heartily 


into it and purſued the Trade fo cloſe as 
quickly to be able to furniſh the Spaniards 

and Portugueze, and all other European 

Nations that had got footing 1 in America, 
with ſuch Slaves, and at a cheaper Rate 

than any of them cou'd furniſh themſelves. 
and wou'd doutleſs have done ſo mucli 
longer than they did, had not the Egli 
Navigation-Act obſtructed them. Por 
till then, for One Engliſb there went Ten 
Dutch” Ships to Barbadees and the other | 
Sugar Iflands. 


England (the Nation 3 am principally. ” 


} to. ſpeak of) has fix Sugar Colonies in the 
Mei- Indies, viz. Jamaica, Barbadbes, and 
the four Leiward Iſlands ; for Anguilla, 85 
TJortola, and Spaniſb- Town, are ſcarce 
worth naming. Barbadbes and the Leward. 
Tflands began to be ſettled by the Eugliſo 


{ome time between the Years 1620 and 
1630, when England had no great Trade to 
the Coaſt of Guinea, or not for Slaves; ſo 
that all the Labour in thoſe Iſlands was, for 
near the firſt Thirty Years (except that the 


— 35 Sir Feſiah Child's New Diſcourſe of Trace, 
p. 185. London printed 1693. 


© IR Dutch 


Ti) 


Dutch imported ſome Negro-Slaves among 
them) perform'd by white Servants from 


Home, and might have continu'd ſo to 


this Day with more Advantage, and leſs 
Difficulty, to England than any other Eu- 
ropean Nations cou'd have ſupported their 
Colonies here with Hands of their own. 
During the Civil Wars in Great Britain, 
many white People of the better Sort went, 
or were ſent, over to Barbadoes and the | 
 Leward Ilands ; 3 Cromwels. Uſurpation, 
the fore Defeats at Dunbar and W orceſter, 
and the Reduction of Ireland, made conſi- 
derable Additions ; and theſe, with the 
vaſt Numbers that came, and were flock- 
ing over both to thoſe Iſlands and This, 
upon King Charless Reſtoration, wou d 
ſoon have provd a Number every Way 
ſufficient to have maintain'd the Trade f 
all the Engliſh Sugar Colonies, or at leaſt 
have enabled them to outſtrip any of their 
Neighbours or Rivals in the Szgar Manu- 
facture, &c. But a Notion happened then 
to prevail | at * the Court of England, 
(and Petitions and Repreſentations were 
drawn in to countenance it) That if the 
People were ſuffer d to go to the Weſt-In- 
dies in ſuch Multitudes, the Nation wou'd | 
loſe more Hands than was fit for her to 
ſpare. "T'was not long before this appear m 


6 Refledtions on the Conflitution, &c, of the Trade 
70 e Part I. p. 5. 
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to be a Miſtake; for all the Hands that 


came then, whether to the Northern or 
Southern Colonies of England, were none 


of the beſt, and * ſuch as otherwiſe muſt 
have ſtarved at Home, or fled to foreign 


European Countries for Bread or Shelter, 


as very many did at that Time to Holland, ; 
and elſewhere. The Truth is, England | 
was then beginning to taſte the Sweets of 


the Sugar-Trade, and look'd with a wiſh- 


ful Eye on the Gains that Others were 
making from the S/ave-Trade, and there- 
fore reſolvd to come in for a Share of it. 


This ſhe did to ſome Purpoſe, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſevere Blow De Ruyter g gave 


her on the Coaſt of Guinea in 166 35 


+ when he deſtroy'd moſt of the Engljh 


Factories, took Cormantine-Caſtle, Tocora- 
ry-Fort, and other Places on that Coaſt, 


and ſeiz d, in Ships and Goods of their 


Company, to the Value of above 200,000. 
Sterling. This was ſoon got over by 
King Charles II; the then Duke of York, 


who underſtood Trade beyond any Man, 


condeſcended to be at the Head of this; 
and had it not been for the Odium of the | 
Thing, which no ſingle Nation coveted to 
ingroſs, England might have long enough 
1 110 been ſole Miſtreſs of the Slave-Trade. 


rom that Moment it became ee 2 


* Gir Fofiah Child's New Diſcourſe, p. 172. 
1 Reflections on the Trade to Africa, Part! p. 6. 


= for 
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for the white Hands in the Engliſs Sugar 
Colonies, to carry on the Sugar Manu- 
faQure ; the white Servants fail'd in a little 
Time, and no ſuitable Recruits coming from 
Home, the Maſters were reduced to the 
Neceflity, either of relinquiſhing the Su- 
gar Manufacture, or of carrying it on 
with the Slaves their Mother Country 
brought to their Door from Africa. And 
to ſuch a Height is the Engliſh Share of 
this Trade now arriv'd, that, beſide the 
Negro-Slaves | in the Nerth Colonies of Vir- . 
gina, Maryland, South Carolina, &c. 
and thoſe that are or may be revolted in the 
Weft-Indies, their Number in the Sugar 


thus 
In 5 — — _ 70,000 
Antego — — "yen 23, 000 
Momſera.— — _ 7,000 
Neue v— — 7,000 


S. Chriſtopher's — „ 17,000 Þ 
Agate Tortola, and Sa- HR 
niſh-Town 1 Is e =_ 
Jamaica „ 110, 000 . 


INands Is a good deal above 200, ,000 RE T 
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* See, 4 pr to the Detection of the State 
of the preſent Sugar Planters of ne, Ke. p. 67. 
London printed 173 in 
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the many Negroes that die in the Paſſage, 
be upwards of 20,000 exported from 
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{ 13] 
And the Yearly Importation of Slaves "= 


Africa into the fame Iflands (not including 


thoſe that are re-exported on Account of 


the Aſtento Contract, or otherwiſe) = 
not be leſs than 15,000; to make up 


which Number there muſt, conſidering 


Africa; and then as, by the common 


1 Computation, about two Fifths of the 


new-imported Negroes die in the Seaſoning ; 


and as the Decreaſe of the Negroes in * 
Barbadbes, for Example (by which one 
may judge how it is in the other Sugar 
Colonies) requires an annual Supply of 
about 2800; and as England ſeems to 
have no Thoughts of carrying on her Su- 
gar Manufacture by white Labourers, or 
by any other than the Slaves that are and | 
have been brought from Africa ; and 
laſtly as England, in imitation of other 


European Nations, is bent on improving 


her Sugar Settlements in the V. eft-Indies, 
it may be concluded, that this Importation | 


of our Countrymen wall rather increaſe | 
than be diminiſh'd. _ 


You have heard who they are | that ſell 


he Slaves = Africa, even our own 
Countrymen; I will now. tell you who 


take them off their Hands. Theſe are 


* See The preſent State of the Britiſh Sugar Colo- 
mes e, 410, p. 23. London printed 1731. 


of 


[14] 
of three Sorts : Firſt, the Traders, among 
whom I reckon thoſe in England who fit 
out Ships, and ſend out Cargoes to Guinea 
to purchaſe theſe Slaves; all that are con- 
cern'd in raiſing or manufacturing the 
Goods in England, or that deſignedly im- 
port ſuch Goods from Holland, or elſe- 
where, as are neceſſary to purchaſe them 
from our Countrymen on the Coaſt; to- 
gether with all that are employ'd in na- 
vigating the Veſſels neceſſary to carry on 
the Trade, or that have the Direction 
of it in England, or on the Coaſt of 
Guinea, or in the ſeveral Factories on the 
Engliſh Sugar-Iſlands. The next are the 
Engliſh Planters and Inhabitants of theſe 
Wands, who ſettled here with no other 
View than to carry on their lawful Buſi- 
neſs, viz. the producing or manufacturing 
of Sugar, Rum, Molaſſes, Cotton, Indigo, 
Alves, &c. in the Manner that Lands are 
cultivated, and Manufactures carried on in 
England, with Hands of their own Co- 
lour ; and who in Fact did fo, and would 
have gone on in the fame T ract ſtill, had 
they not been diverted from it as has 
been already faid. The third is the Na- 
tion, to whom the Traders who buy us u 
in Africa, and the white Inhabitants X = 
| theſe Sugar Colonies who buy us again 
from them, do belong, vis. England. 


Now, when a * has clear'd at the 
——— 


15! 
Cuſtom-houſe, and ſets out from the Port 

of London, Liverpool, or Briſtol, for the 
Coaſt of Guinea, to purchaſe a Loading 

of rational Creatures, Men, Nomen, and 
Children, who differ in nothing from the 
Purchaſers but ſome uneſſential Matters 
were a Ship thus qualified to be attack d 
or moleſted in her Voyage thither, or 
from thence to the Britiſb Sugar-Iflands, 

or from them in her Return home, by a- 

ny that are not in a declar d War with Eng- 
land, the Perſons ſo attacking or moleſting 
her would be deem'd Pyrates, or Enemies of 

Mankind, and be treated every where as 
ſuch when taken : And were the Planters, 

to whom theſe Slaves are fold here, to re- 

| fuſe to pay the Purchaſe- money agreed on 

with their Importers or Venders, or not 

do pay it according to Agreement, the 
Law of England would compel Payment 
in the fame manner that it compels other 
> juſt Debts to be paid. From whence we. : 
much more that might be produced, it 
” ſeems evident, that England admits _ 
approves of this Trade in its ſeveral 
Branches. 

What kind of People our . 
in Africa are, who firſt ſell theſe Slaves, 
ſome of you have too much Cauſe to 

know, and all of you have heard; but I 
x believe you are altogether ignorant of 
2 Ergland, which promotes and Po, his 


the one or the er The firſt is for 


cond for being govern'd by the People, or 
ſuch a Number of them as ſhall be choſen 
by the Whole to govern the Whole; and YH 
this was alſo tried in England” for "Cents = 
Yeats: about the Middle of the laſt Cen- 7 
tury. Now the former of theſe, if ask d, 
will own, at firſt Hearing, chat the ma- 
king Slaves of our Fellow- creatures is a: 
bominable both before God and Man, 
and one of the Biſhops of that Side, who 4 


dClares thus concerning it, * © Lands, Hou- Y 


0 « ject- -matter of Trade and Commerce, 

and fo are fit to pak from Man to Na. 
ce, by Sales, and other Contracts. But that 
Man, a Creature of ſuch Excellency, 
£6 ſtamped with the Image of Gop, en- 
dowed with a reaſonable Soul, made ca- 


3 
Traffic. Know then that England is, 4 
and has been, long divided into two grand 
Factions, vis. Royaliſts and Republicans 4 
for to theſe all the Subdiviſions; which 


are numerous enough, may be referr'd, 
as either leaning to, or retaining under, 


Kingly Government, Which hath been 
tried in- England for many Ages; the ſe- 


was eſteem dea wiſe and honeſt Man, ang 
well {killd in Matters of Confaitiice: de- 


<« ſes, - Cattle, and other like Poſſeffions 
made for Man's Uſe, are the proper Sub- 


* Bilhop Sanderſon 5 70 8 Sermon n ad Alam, preach- 
ed Aa 16 38. 
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„ 
te pable of Grace and Glory, ſhonld pro- 


00 fare in foro, become merchantable Ware, 
and be chafterd in the Markets and 
Fairs; I ſuppoſe had been a thing never 
c heard of in the World to this Hour, 
had not the Overflowings of Pride and 
e Cruelty, and Covetouſneſs, waſh'd out of 
© the Hearts of Men the very Impreſſions 
ee both of Religion and Humanity.” "Tis true 
he preach'd this before the Servitude of 
our Countrymen was eſtabliſhed in the 


Britiſh Sugar-Colonies; and it is alſo true 


that ſince its Eſtabliſhment here, which 
was about the Time of the Reſtoration of 
EKingly Government in England, the Bi- 
| ſhops ſeem to have avoided to ſpeak of the 
| Merits of the Caſe, whether at Court, or 
any where elſe. At the Revolution, when 
the latter Party had got, or conceited they 
bad got, a good Intereſt in the Govern- 
ment, nothing was to be heard every 
where but Liberty, the Law of Nature, 


the natural Rights of Mankind, whereof 


* Liberty is one, which (tis ſaid) they might 
= be robbed of, but could never forfeit, and the 
like; and he bringing any of the Human 
Race into Slavery was pronounc'd execrable. 
Then, if ever, it was thought this Servi- 
tude of our Countrymen in theſe Sugar 
Colonies wou'd be look'd into, eſpecially - 


as the S/ave-Trade began then to be better 


underſtood in England than it had been 


„„ 


[ 18] 
formerly; ; and indeed the Parliament took 


it ſeveral Times into Conſideration (as 1 
believe * the Repreſentation of the Board 


of Trade, relating to the Strength and 


Trade of the Britiſb Iſlands in America, 
hath made it once more fall in their Way 


this very Vear, 1735) that is to fay, how 
it might be carried on moſt to the na- 
tional Advantage, whether by an exclu- 
ſive Company With a Joint-Stock, or o- 
therwiſe; but as to the Juſtice or Legality 
of the T rade itſelf, nothing has been 


hitherto done or ſaid, or not that I have 


heard a; 2 TO one of theſe e 
(and 


* Dated at Wiieball, ated 11. 1 %% 
on the 1 8th of Hebruary, ordered * the Houſe of 


1 ards to be printed. 
+ See the 24 Diſcourſe of Mr Andy ew Tbs; of 


Saline, on the Affairs of Scotland, Edinburgh, printed - 
1698, and Load, re-printed 1732, pag. 134. In 
Which, among other Things remarkable enough, 
he I the Clergy for the Share they had in the 
Abolition of Slaverꝝx, when Chriſtianity was firſt pub? 
lickly eftabliſhed under Conſtantine the Great, And _=— 
yet he is not ſo ſingular in his Notions as ſone 


imagined, when that Diſcourſe was firſt publiſh'd; 
for the Baron Pufendorf ( from whom I gueſs Mr 


_ Fletcher had his Notion) fays, that „Some have 
thought, and not altogether without Reaſon, that 5 
c the Prohibition of Slavery amongſt Chriſtians, hath 2 


« chiefly occaſion'd that F lood of thieving Vagrants, 
and fturdy Beggars, which is uſually complain'd of.” 


De Leg. Nat. & Gent. lib. VI. cap. iii. See. 10. of 
Dr Conn s Tranflation. And as to Captives in 


War, 2 Gentilis (in By. ad Fbilem. Sect. 43) 
vi 5 1 
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[ 19 ] 
(and he no ſmall Man of the Party) gives 
it as his Opinion, and has writ a Treatiſe 


to prove it, that Slaves are neceſſary na 


well regulated. Government, But to do ; 


His Party Juſtice, . I have not heard that 
any other of them (unleſs I ſhould except 
* One) ever eyow'd ſuch Doctrine. So. 
far from it, another of good Credit, whom. 

I take to lean: that Way, aſſures us , hat 
whatever Notions prevail among Chriſtians 
that encourage Slavery, or that are not 
' frrivtly agreeable to Liberty, are not Chriſ- 
tian Notrons, but the Miſtakes of Chriſtians. 


And F think it hath been argued before | 


the Lord Chief Juſtice of England, with- 
out Offence, that I it is againſt the Law 
/ Nature for one Man fo be aSlave to an- 
other, and that Chriſtianity and Slavery. 
are inconj fronts with more to the 10 
an | on 


You will aſk wen; If all, boch FREY : 


22 and Republicans, are Enemies to Shae 
Very,” how comes England 70 P- otect and en- 


ſays, Nec inutils Reipub .fortean Get, * 7 plena Ty juſta 7 mack 


tus hadie revocaretur in bellis que 


hriſtiani popult inter 
gerunt: non tam multi ex gregariis, prefer tim tent19- 
ribus, militibus eapti necarentur, deſperato redemptia- 
nis pretio, & abolito veteri in mancipia jure. 
*The Author of the Fable of the Bees. 
. Preſent State of the Republic of Letters, for 
September, 17 29, Vol. IV. pag. 186. . 
MAodern Reports, Part V. Nene 1 8 to 1 91. | In 
the voug; printed 170 3 1 3 
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courage the Slave-Trade? F will explain 


that by and by ; but firſt I muſt obſerve, 


that there are ſeveral other Nations of Eu- 


rope, and ſome of them the very chief 
that profeſs Chriſtianity, who have, as 
Matters are order'd in their American Set- 


tlements, as preſſing Occaſion for ſuch 
SI@Ves as England, or rather much more. 
The Spantards and Portugueze lead the 
Van, who being weak in white Hands, 
| could never have work'd their Gold and 


Silver Mines, and carried on their Buſi- 


neſs between the Tropics, without the 
Aſſiſtance of our Countrymen ; of whom 
they are now faid to poſſeſs twice as many 

as are in all the Britiſſh Dominions. And 
ſince the Increaſe of their own People is 
known to be leſs than that of other 
European Nations; fince he is accounted 


no bad Negro, or richly worth the Mo- 


ney he coſt, who lives to work but three 
Years in 1 Mines; and ſince the ap 
creaſe of the Negro-Slaves, not only 


mong the Spaniards and Portugueze, vor 
in all other Countries in the Weſt Indies, 
is otherwiſe known to be great, (ſo very 
great, that without freſh Supplies they 
Would dwindle quite away." * and that 


ſooner : 


* See A Taba to the Lod Biſhop of ; WO con- 
cerning the Converſion of the Negro-Slaves : London 
printed 17 30, bag. I1, and pag. 95, 96, Where ſome 


Ac count 
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ſooner than thoſe who judge of things 


here by what the like are in their own 
Temperate Zone, can eaſily be brought 


to believe) there is juſt the ſame Reaſon, 
or the ſame Neceflity, for their being an- 
nually ſupplied with ſeveral Thouſands 


more from Africa, that there is for wor- 


king their Mines, and maintaining the 


other Labours of their Colonies. 
The French, well aware what a Step 


it muſt be to the Wealth, Power, and 
Grandeur they are aiming at, have for 
many Years employ'd all their Politics 
and Prudence, to gain an Aſcendant in the 
* Sugar-Trade; neither Coſt nor Pains have 
been ſpared to ſettle their Iſland of Mar- 
. tinico with Slaves, and every thing elſe, 
to the Height; and finding that ſome of 
their other „ were like to 
wear out ſoon, or that the defending them 
at all Events would not quit Coſt, they 
therefore diſſettled ſome, and neglected 0 
thers of them, in order to carry, as Mat- 
ters ripen, the whole Strength of all their 
Z other Sugar Colonies to Hiſpaniola; an 
Iſland of above twelve hundred Miles in 
Compaſs, which if half planted as Mar- 


tinico is, would (to fay nothing of it's na- 


E 0 tural Wealth) produce more Sugar, Indi- 
go, Cocoa, and other valuable V ze India 


Account is given of the great Decreaſe of both Blacks 


and , in theſe ſcorching Parts. 


Com- 
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Commodities than all Europe, or perhaps , 


the whole World, could conſume. 


heit nnweildy Colony of MI Abi on 
the North Continent is peopled, in the 
main, by Natives of Old France, and is 
chiefly meant to ſubſerve in Time to their 
Sugar Settlements in the Weſt-Indies, by 
ſupplying them with ſuch Neceffaries for 
the Sugar Manufacture as they have hi- 
therto been obliged to get, at a great Ex- 
pence, from Ireland, and the Britiſb Nor- 
bern Colonies. Tis needleſs to prove to 
you, that * the French are ſeeking to cen- 
ter their Sugar Trade in Hiſpaniolga; but 
as our enflav a Countrymen are already (as „ 
I apprehend) much more numerous in 
their Sugar Iflands than in the Sugar Iſlands 
of England; and ſince their Decreaſe can no 
where be ſupplied but from Guinea: * So. 
when their Views in Hiſpaniola ſhall ſuc- 
ceed (and what ſhou'd hinder them from 
ſucceeding?) they will then have Employ- 
ment more than enough for ſix Times the 
Number of Negro-Slaves they are at this 
e's any where cena * 


The 


* See An Enquiry 5 into the Methods of 9 the 
Sugar Trade of England; London, printed 1733. 
+: To promote the Fmpartition of Negroes, the 
King of France has given the India Company of Paris 
ſeveral great Encouragements; ſuch as, An Exemp- 
tion from all the Duties for Merchandize exported to 


„ Africa, 


| them in the Fire before their Eyes; 
I know not but our Countryman Moſes 
wou'd find the fame Fate, notwithſtand- 


ORAL 
The Dutch, whoſe mmſpuring Example 
Moſes Bon Slam ſays you wou'd do well to 


keep in your Eye, did indeed ſhake off the 


Yoke of the King of Spain, and ſet up for 
themſelves. But whatever Virtue was in 
that, I aflure you they have at this Time 


a great many Thouſands of our Country- 
men in . never-ending Bondage in their 
| Colonies of Surinam, Barbecies, and the 

Parts adjacent ; and I can aſſure you too, 
that were any of our Countrymen there ” 
to pretend to ſet up for themſelves, or to 

make the leaſt Attempt to ſhake off the 

Yoke, 


the Dutch wou'd impale then 
alive, or take out their Bowels, and caſt 


41 ay, : 


ing his being free, was hs. to make ſuch 


a Speech at Sarinam as he has done here. 
They 


S. Euftace, and many more in their Iſland | 


have alſo ſome Thouſands of us at 


Africa, and to the Prench Iſlands 3 Clin in 3 ; 
= merica; An Exemption from half the Cuſtoms on all 


Sugars, and other Merchandize, imported from the 
French Iſlands and Colonies in America, being the : 
Produce of the Sale of Negroes there ; An Exemp- 
tion from all Tolls of any kind upon their Goods and 


Mlerchandize in France; and a Bounty of Thirteen 
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Livres, to be paid out of his own Revenue, for every 
Negro carried to the French Iſlands and Colonies in A- 
merica, See The Caſe of the Royal African e 5 


. P. 23. London, 15 EOS! 


of 


1 


$+ 
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of Curaſoa, where our Slavery has been 


long wanted, not fo — for the Sugar 
Manufacture, which 
there, as to ſerve their ihr Occaſions. 


inconſiderable 


Curaſoa is of ſo little intrinſick Value, 
that no Nation but the Dutch wou'd ſettle 
it, nor they neither, but for its Situation 


near the Spaniſh Main ; for being well ſup- 
plied with Prouiſſons from Ireland, and 
with Lumber and Proviſions from the Bri- 
tiſh Northern Colonies, they have long 
been enabled thereby (which otherwiſe 
wou'd have been impoſſible) to live tole- 
rably even on that barren Spot, and from 
_ thence to carry on a Trade * incredibly 
| beneficial to Holland, not only with the 
French and Enghſh Sugar Iſlands, but 
eſpecially (which is the true reaſon of 
their living there) all along the Spaniſh 
Coaſt, where they fell their Goods from 
Europe, and great Numbers of our Coun- 
trymen, whom they import to Curaſoa 
from Guinea; for which the Spaniards 
pay them in Cocoa, Tallow, Hides, Va- 
reina- Tobacco, Mules, Drugs, Spices, dy- 
ing Woods, and ſome Gold and Pieces of 
: EA. "Tis true, the Enghſh Aſſt lenz, | 


* 7 Monks Huer 8 View of the Dutch Trade, 


2d Edit. in Engliſb, London, printed 17 22, at p. 89, 90, 
where he deſcribes this Trade from Curaſoa to Car- 
thagena, &c. and again, p. 96. and p. 1945 195. See 
alſo Burrijh's Batavia W p. 33 5. 5 
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„„ 
and the Vigilance of the Spaniſh Go- 


vernors, have given ſome Interruption to 


this clandeſtine Trade; but ſo conſidera- 


ble was it, till very lately, that the Dutch 
Weſt-India Company had ſeldom fewer 
Ships at Curaſoa to carry it on, than Ten 
or Twelve, or from 16 to 40 Guns, and 
from 50 to 120 Hands, or more, Six of 


which, beſide a great many Sloops, were 


conſtantly employ'd in it——This Trat- 


fick brings a no ſmall Concourſe of white 


People to that Iſland ; and theſe muſt be 
ſerved, and have (what we call) Country 
Proviſions raiſed for them on the Ifland, 
and their other Drudgery done, by. the 
Negro- Slaves. Now the Decreaſe of Slaves 
there, and at Surinam, &c. being rather 
more in proportion than in the French and 
= Engliſh Sugar Iſlands, the fame muſt be 
made good from Guinea, and if their 
Trade on the Spaniſh Coaſt, in Goods 
from Europe, and Slaves from Africa, 
ſhall return and flouriſh (as it muſt when 
the preſent Aſiento ceaſes, if not ſooner) 


then a greater Number of our Country- 
men will of Courſe be wanted to ſupport 


dt. It is alſo to be noted, that the Dutch 


1 
Fa 


LES: 
. 
1 


1 having got Intelligence, While they were 
= contending with their then Lord, the King 


of Spain, that the Blacks of Africa did 


l one anothtr for Slaves, away they 
bpoſted to the Market, ſupplanted or beat 


* 


the 


tt!” 


1250 


; the firſt Occupiers (the Portugueze) out of 
all their Forts and Settlements on the Gold 
Coaſt, and not only ſupplied Brazil from 
thence, but all other Nations in America 
that wou'd pay (what the Market calls) * 
valuable Confideration for them. This 
came in proceſs of Time to a great Height, 
and ſome think the Durch might have car- 

_ ried it higher, and made the Slave-Trade 
as much their Property as they have done 


the Spice; but the trafficking in Men and 
Momen bearing no good Face with the diſ- 


Intereſted Part of the World, the Dutch 
were willing to have others to keep them 
in Countenance. Tis certain, however, 
that * they take good care fill of the 
Slave-Trade ; and the French and Engliſh 
; foully belie them, if they have not in- 
jur' d both in it, by ſtirring up our Country- 
men to attack and ravage their Fortifica- 
tions on the Coaſt, and by other Methods 
neither ageeeable to (what is call'd) he 
Law of Nations, nor to their own Trea- 


ties with theſe Powers. And I have heard 


ſome of them accuſed of unfair Practices 

in their Dealings with thoſe of our Coun- 
tries from whom they buy the Slaves; I. 
mean, unfair according to the Rules ob- 
f {ery d in that Trade: : Tho' at the fame. 


* See The Caſe of the Royal Afiican' Camden” of 


England, p. 223 where ome of dhe Particulars are 
let down. 


Time 


[27] 
Time it is but fair to tell you, that they 
are not ſingular in this. 
3 _ Laſtly, The Danes have a loud Call for 
Z our Countrymen to /lave it for them in 
the Iſland of Sf Thomas, near to which 
they poſſeſs another Illand, call'd Sr John's, 
where there was an untoward Accident 
about Twenty Months ago; for the Ne- 
gro-Slaves there, as every where elſe be- 
_ tween the Tropicks, being vaſtly ſuperior. 
in Number to the V bites, laid hold of a 
2 favourable Opportunity, and in one Day 
butcher'd them all, except a Handful that 
eſcap'd to the Woods. The Whites of 
St Thomas not being able to ſend a ſufficient 
Force to reduce the Negroes of St Job's, 
23 ”twas thought aro? Hae Neighbours wou'd | 
have undertaken it; but, for Reaſons 
3 needleſs to be told _ | nothing was done, 
or not to the Purpoſe; nor, as I have heard, 
were the Danes, bad as their Caſe then 
was, defirous of Relief from them ; but 
the French, the Heroes of all of their Co- 
lour in diſtreſs, as ſoon as they knew it, 
fell down like lightning from Martinico f 
with a powerful Force; and having con- 
quer'd the Negroes of S+ John's, ſome of 
thoſe whom they judged the leaſt guilty, 
or not guilty at all, they took to them- 
ſelves to defray the Charges of the Expedi- 
tion, ſome of them they reſtor'd to their 
former Lords the Danes, and the reſt were 
„ either 


either put to the Torture, of hang'd, or 


is one of the Virgins, and holds a conſi- 
dierable Trade with moſt of the European 
Nations here; and therefore the Danes 
Will keep it as long as they can, tho were 
the Claim to be diſcuſs d, it wou'd | perhaps 3 
be found to be the Property of another | 
Nation. In the laſt Two Wars between 
England and France, it gain'd immenſe |} 
ww lth by being the only Neutral Port in 
theſe Parts and will do the fame again 
whenever a like Occaſion offers. The 
French have alſo allow'd the Danes to ſet- 


tion, twas believ'd, that the middling and | 
5 lower fort of the white Inhabitants wou df 
have remov'd from thence with their Slave 
fallow, the Soil there is with reafon ſup⸗ 


Prodogeive, khan in thoſe ancient Britil 
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hewn in Pieces. This Iſland of St Thomas 
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tle Santa Cruz, an Ifland of good Note 


which they formerly diſſettled, their King 

having ſent, at his own Charge, the then 
Inhabitants, White and Black, to Hiſpani- ©» 
ola. The French Deſign in this is not ſo 
much to ſerve the Danes as to diflerve the 

Engliſh; for Barbadoes having been long 1 
on 1 4 Decline, 1. e. the Expences of cul- 
twating it being but little ſhort of the Pro- 


fits ariſing from it, and moſt of the Leward 
9 lands being not far from the ſame Condi- 


to Santa Crus; which having lain long 


pos d to be eaſier of Cultivation, and mom 
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Settlements: And this Effect it wou'd un- 
doubtedly have had, if the Danes had 


known how to manage Matters, or wou'd 
have been guided by their more ſkillful 
Friends the French; and this it will un- 
doubtedly have the Moment the Danes 
ſhall take the proper Meaſures *, unleſs 
England ſhall think fit to prevent it, by 
making it worth while, and giving effectu- 
al Encouragement to the Inhabitants of 


Barbadboes and the Leward Iſlands to re- 


move to Jamaica, where Land more than _ 
enough of the better ſort may be found to 
employ thrice the Number of Mbites and 
Blacks in the Sugar Manufacture, &c. that 
are now in all the Britiſb Sugar Colonies, 
St Thomas's is the ſicklieſt Spot in all the 
M ſ-Indies, which makes the Decreaſe in 
Slaves there, greater in proportion than 
any where elſe; ſo that if the Danes pro- 
ceed in ſettling Santa Crut (where às yet 
there are only about 300 Vhites) they will 
have a Demand on our Countries for an an- 
nual Supply of ſeveral Thouſands of Slaves, 
as long as their Settlements on St Thomas, 
Santa Cruz, and other Places, ſhall ſub- 


* See The Supplement to the Detection of the State 


and Situation of the preſent Sugar Planters of Barba- | 
. foes, &c, pag. 64, &c, where a Scheme is N 
relating te the Removal Mr Ta{bot Campo- 


ell here 
"Tis 


ä 
Tis well our People in Africa are fo 
prolifick, and have ſo little Buſineſs of their 
own to do; for you ſee what a Vent there 
1s, and what greater is like to be, for us 
in all the European Colonies in America. 
| You have already had ſome Account of 
England ; but before I reſolve the Queſtion 
I England protects and encourages the 
 Slave-Trade] it may not be amiſs to ſay 
ſomething too of thoſe other Nations of 
Europe that are likewiſe embark'd in it, 
I will therefore now ſpeak of them all to- 
gether. You muſt know then, that the far 
better part of Europe itſelf is divided into two 
grand Parties or Communions, vis. Roman- 
Catholichs and Proteſtants; among the for- 
mer are the French, Spaniards, and Portu- 
gue ge; among the latter the Engliſh, Dutch, 
and Danes. And theſe two Parties are 
almoſt always ſquabbling about one Thing 


or other, often about Religion, and oftner 


about N obody knows what, and ſometimes 


thoſe of the ſame Communion, not unlike 
our Savages in Africa, will fall out among 
themſelves, and play the Devil with one 
another. But how madly or idly ſoever 


they differ otherwiſe, in one T hing they 


are moſt harmonious, and fall into a per- 
fect Coalition, and that is, in making 
Slaves of our Countrymen: Inſomuch 
that when England and France, or France 
and Holland, or Spain and Portugal, or 
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France and Spain, or England and Holland, 
or any two or more of them, go toge- 
ther by the Ears, whichſoever Side gets the 
better in any Part of the Meſt-Indies, the 
Conqueror (be he Proteſtant, be he Pa- 
Piſt, or of the ſame Communion with the 
conquer'd, tis all one) inſtantly ſeizes all 
his Adverſaries Negroe-Slaves that he can 
find, juſt as he does the Gold and Silver, 
and either carries them to ſlave it anew in 
2 Colony of his own, or ſells them to the 
higheſt Bidders in open Market. Thus 
England long ago ſervd the Slaves among 
the Dutch at Tobago and S. Euſtace; thus 
ſhe ſerw d thoſe among the French at Gua 


daloupe, Hiſpaniola, S. Chriſtopher's, = 


elſewhere, in the Two laſt Wars with 
France; thus the Dutch have often ſervd 
the Slaves among the Portugueze, and 

Perg, and the French, oftner by far than 
any, have thus ſervd the Negro-Slaves 
| . . the Engliſh, Dutch and Spaniards. 
Nay, fo diſaſtrous is our Fate among theſe - 
Europeans, that if a free Chriſtian Negro 
goes out in War- time in a Sloop from (e. g.) 
Jamaica, and the Sloop happens to be ta- 
ken by a Frenchman or Spaniard, tis much 
if the very Colour of his Skin does not 
damn him again to Slavery; at the beſt, 


A he muſt remain a Slave, until he can pro- 


duce authentic Documents of his Free- 
dom; and if it 1s ſo hard, even in the 
| time 
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time of Peace, for England to obtain Re- 


dreſs at Madrid, or for Spain to obtain Re- 
dreſs at the Hague, when the Spaniards 


commit Depredations on the Engliſb, or 


the Dutch on the Spaniards in theſe Parts, 
one may gueſs what a Taſk a poor forlorn 
Negro muſt have, in time of War, to make 
cout his Freedom to the Conviction of a. 
 Weſt-India Governor, who perhaps takes a 
Liking to the Negro, and will prefer him 
(forſooth !) to be his own Slave. And it 
is the ſame when a French or Spaniſh free. 
Negro happens to be taken by the Dutch, 
5 Engliſb, Or any other that is at War with 
the Nation to which the Negro belongs. 
Not but that this S/ave- Trade begets 
ſome Qualms of Conſcience in thoſe of 
the Romiſb Communion, when they con- 
ſider the Original, the Occaſion, the vaſt 
Extent, and uncouth Circumſtances of it. 
To remove theſe, Reveald Religion is 
call'd in; and if aught of that can make 
an Atonement, or eaſe the Conſcience, the 
EKings of Spain, France, and Portugal have, 
long enough ſince, ſent Miſſionaries in plen- 
ty to propagate the Faith among the Negro. 
Slaves in their Weſt-India Colonies; and it 
muſt be confeſs d, that (allowing for ſome 
heterogeneous Superſtructures, which, how- 
ever, themſelves look on as genuine and 
eſſential) theſe Mſjonaries have honeſtly 
enough laid the Foundations of Chriſtia- 
"Hilfe | 
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nity in ſome of them ; but their Numbers 


being very great, and the Difficulties of 
inſtructing them greater, it muſt be granted 
too, that not One in Forty of their Slaves 
is, or perhaps can be, taught it to pur- 


poſe. However, they baptize all that 


come young from Guinea, and all that are 
born in their Colonies, and marry them 
| when of Age according to the Rules of 
their Church; and none that are ſo mar- 
ried can diſſolve the Marriage at Pleaſure, 
tho' the Men are ſuffered to keep what 
Concubines they pleaſe. Moſt of the 
Slaves in this Communion croſs them 
ſelves, at the uſual Times, as adroitly as 
any of the Whites, and go to Maſs on 
Holy Days, which (as theſe Days are 
pretty numerous in Papal Places) conduces 
more than one would think to ſweeten 
their Slavery. After all, tis certain, that 
Moſt of the better ſort of their S/aves can 
| hardly do more than fay the Pater-noſter, 
Asve-maria, and Credo, and many not fo 
much. And to fay truth, not a few of 
them (as it is every where with our devoted 


Countrymen) are to ſtupid, or fo per- 


verſe, that tis impoſſible, humanly ſpeak- 
Ing, to teach them any thing that is good ; 
and, upon the Whole, I rather wonder 
that theſe Roman-Catholicks have taught 
them ſo much, than that they have not 

taught them more. 5 
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The Proteſtants, no doubt, have their 
Scruples concerning it too; * but what 


Methods they take to quiet them, I know 
not. The Dutch (I mean in their Sugar 
_ Colonies) expreſs no Concern about it, or 
none that I can learn; the Danes ew 


very little; and the Engliſh not much more 


than the Danes. In the Britiſb Colonies 
on the Continent, where the Negro-Slaves | 
are nothing near 15 numerous as here, and 


much eaſier kept in Subjection, ſomething 


of moment may have been done for their 
Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith; but, 
whatever ſome have given out in England, 
there never was any one Man ſent from 
thence to the Sugar Colonies (unleſs what 
* the Society jor propagating the Goſpel may 

have ſent to their own Plantations in Bar- 

badoes) on purpoſe to teach the Slaves the 
Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip; and he muſt 
have been ſhamefully miſinform'd, who 


thinks, that their Converſion is a Thing 


5 to be done by the by. There are indeed 


5 * "TD a Trad, 1 A Collection of Papers 7: re- 
lating to the Eaft-India 457 ; London,, Printed ſor 
F. Maltboe, 1730. In which the Author, ſpeaking of 
the Trade to Africa (pag. 72, ) ſays, that on new- 


modelling it in 1672, ſome ſcrupulous Perſons took 


the Opinion of the ableſt Eugliſb Divines, Y/hether 
it were lawful or not to fell and "buy Mankind ; but he 
is far from giving a ſatisfactory Account, what the 
Determination of choſe Divines Was, or how ſup- 
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about Forty Parochial Miniſters in Ja- 
maica, Barbadoes, and the Leward Iſlands, 
whom ſome chuſe to call Miſionaries, tho' 
they are no more ſuch than other Clergy- 

men are who go from London to preach 


the Goſpel at Londonderry, Cork, or Dub- 


lin, in Ireland; and, if themſelves: may 


be credited, they have Work more than 
enough on their Hands with the Whites 
of their own Nation. Not but that there 


are ſome Negro-Slaves in the Britiſh Sugar 


Colonies, who have been baptiz'd and in- 


ſtructed in Chriſtianity ; J have convers'd 


with above One Hundred ſuch myſelf, and 


ſeen near as many of them baptiz d; but 
then, as this is nothing to the Main, +: 


the little that is done, is owing either to 
the Labours of the few Clergy that are 


here, or to the Piety of the Maſters and 
Miſtreſſes of the Slaves, or rather to both, 


and not at all to any Proviſion that Eng- 


2 land has made for it. 


One Thing more may be art ob- 


3 frving before 1 anſwer your Queſtion, and 
that is, that there is ſomething in England, To 
if conſider d as ſhe loves to ſtand com- 


par'd to other Nations in Europe, whe- 


I ther Popuſh or 3 6 unleſs Holland . 


* England and Holland are now, almoſt the only 


1 Aſſertors of Liberty. Davenant's Diſcourſes on the 5 
ublick Revenues, Part II. p. 148. 
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ſhou'd be excepted) that may make her 
being concern'd in this Save Trade more 


taken Notice of than their being concern d 


in it. You muſt have heard that the Spirit 
of Liberty (as it is calld) runs high in 


England : Among the Populace, Liberty 
is the Cry Morning, Noon, and Night; 


and nothing is more common, even among 


ſome of high Rank there, than to brand 
the Subjects = Spain, France, Denmark, 
and be Countries with the opprobrious 


Name of Slaves. Nay, a good Writer of 
theirs fays, * We in England ſhou'd, with 


the laſt Drop of Blood, defend this almoſt 


only Spot of Ground [England] which 

Seems remaining in the World to Publick 
is Liberty, And another, little inferior to 
him in Fame, will not ſo much as except 
even Holland, but ſays of bis own Coun- 

try, + © Beſides our other Felicities we 
© have one Thing more to boaſt of, and 
© that is, of being Freemen and not Slaves, 
in this unhappy Age, when an univerſal 


$ Deluge of Tyranny has overſpread the 


Face of the whole Earth; fo that this 


1 is the Ark out of which if 


6 © the VOWS: [Liberty] be lent forth, the } 


* Hen 8 Eſſay on Ways and Means, p. 4. 
Mr Walter Mahle, in his Argument ES a 
Standing Army, Fee in . Year I % 72 near the 
| beginning, | 
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e vill find no Reſting-Place till her Re- 
c turn.“ Every Nation, tis true, has a 
dark Side as well as a bright, and this high 
Opinion of Themſelves, and baſe Opinion 
of Others, is the Foible of the Engliſb; 
and a coſtly Foible it has been, as having 
too often made them the Dupes of knaviſh 
Craftſmen. But however, ſince they are 
certainly one of the freeft People in the 
World, fince Liberty is fo much their 
Darling, and Slavery fo much their Dread, 
your Queſtion (if one may ſay ſo of a 
Queſtion which puts a Man in Pain _ 
when he goes to anſwer it) is doubtleſs per- 
tinent and juſt, What makes Men of Ich 
7 a Complexion join with Countries whom 
J they call Slavihh and Tyrannical, in making 
't | our Countrymen Slaves? or, admitting 
- them to have done it at firſt incautiouſly, 
© | What has hinderd them, for above Se- 
d 7 venty Years together, from contriving a 
„ Retreat, or ſo much as once offering at 
il ſome Project or Expedient of a Cure? To 
e fall into Error is conſiſtent enough with 
is = Humanity, but to perſiſt in it after Con- 
viction, or to. ſhun the Means of Con- 
viction, is not ſq. Poſſibly you may be 
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but Themſelves, and the other 2 hites, ſhou'd 
be free, and that of all our Colour are born to 


: ſuch meaning- But, by what hath been 


ſaid 


tempted to think, that they mean none 


be Slaves. I aſſure you, they have no : 
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World. 
whole Truth, 
man Moſes Bon Sdam to ask 
People in the Weſt- Indies, or (Which might 
have made the ueſtion leſs impertinent) : 
the People of England, France, 
Denmark, Portugal, and Holland] What 
wild imaginary Superiority of Dignity has 
the pale, fickly Whiteneſs of theſe Infulters 
of our Colour to boaſt of, when compar d 


_ with our Majeſtick Gloſſineſs? This, and 
all the reſt of his Rhetoric to the fame | 


but much Stronger. 
32585 Part II. P. 66. 
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ſaid of che other Nations of Europe that 


poſſeſs Negro-Slaves, you fee all of them 


are deep, and ſome of them deeper in this 
Trade than England: Now, ſhou'd Eng- 
land, or any of thoſe other Nations bog- 


gle at it, or fancy ſomething iniquitous or 


wicked in it, and thereupon let drop their 
Share in this Slave-Trade, 
of the Profits arifing from it wou'd pre- 
ſently be loſt ®, and (which muſt wound 
deeper) ſome other Nation or Nations of 
Conſciences not ſo ſtrait- lac d wou'd pre- 
ſently gain the Whole, which wou'd de- 
ſtroy that general Balance of Trade (and, 
by Conſequence, of Power) 
Men think ought to be maintain'd in the 
If this be the Truth and the 


it is idle in» our Country- 


the whzze 


Whatever Buſineſs 1 quits, . Nation 
will take up, and from our Spoils not only be Richer, 
Davenant on the Publick Reve- 


Purpoſe, 


their Share 


which wiſe 


Spain, 


— 


1 3 
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Purpoſe, will go for nothing with the 


Dealers in Slaves; but cou'd Moſes Bon 


Sdam, or any other, inſtruct them how 
to get a Penny more by quitting the Slave- 
Trade than they do by continuing it, 1 


dare anſwer for the Engliſb, every Man, 
Woman, and Child of us, might be ſet 
at Liberty to-morrow; nay I doubt not 
but England, which ſent Ships and Men 
to buy you, or your Fathers in Guinea, that 


you might labour in her Sugar Manu- 


facture here, wou'd with equal Ardour, 
and a much better Heart, ſend Ships and 
Men to carry you from hence, and ſet you 
down where you were taken up. A Hap- 
pineſs, which none of you needs to covet! 
For if our Countrymen who rule there 
(as all of you, that were of Age at your 
coming from Guinea, know very well) 
_cou'd find none to ſell you to agn, inſtant 
Death would be your Portion !- 
ſee you have got ſomewhat to eat; I Will 
5 ſtop : a while, and take a Bit with you 
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carry off with them, 
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preſent ; 


the few Spaniſh 


Countrymen in England with incredible 


Numbers of our Countrymen from Guinea, 


650 Is eAV 1 N 8 alas forns 
W © Things which you feem to 

have been in the dark about, 
and which, however, ought to 
* be well conſider d before vou 
determine what is to be done at 
I am next to put you in Mind, that when 
England took this Iſland from Spain, near 
upon Eighty Vears ago, 
NMegro-Slaves that their Maſters cou d not A 
and that would not 
come in to the Conqueror, betook them 
ſelves to theſe Mountains, where they con- 
continu'd for many Years little obſerv'd or 
regarded. But the Engliſh 
here, being quickly furniſh'd by 


who fat down 
their 
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to work in the Sugar Manufacture; as foon 


as the Negro-Slaves then imported under- 
ſtood that ſome of their Colour and Coun- 
try had taken Refuge in the Mountains, 


and lay pretty ſafe from the Power of the 


Whites, not a few of them (as has been 


the Practice ever ſince) came, either out 
of Affection, or Curioſity, to ſpend a Day 


or Two with their Countrymen here; 


and as often as any ſuch came up hither, 
you know they were not ſuffer d to go 


down again. Beſides theſe, all of them 


that had been forced from their Native 
Country by the Frauds. and Villanies of 
their own Countrymen there, or that had 
been ſpirited from thence by the hze 
Chriſtian Traders on the Coaſt; all that 
were, or that thought themſelves cruelly 
uſed, by their Maſters below; all that had 
been guilty of Murders, Rapes, Poiſoning, 
Robberies, Burglaries, or any other Crimes 
for which the Laws have decreed Corporal 
Puniſhment, or Death; all that had ab- 
ſented from, or neglected, their Work, and 
feared to be corrected for it; all that had lived 
at Eaſe in their own Countries, and were 
either harden'd in Idleneſs, or too proud 
and ſtubborn to ſtoop to Labour; all theſe, 
I fay, have been flocking hither, for the 
ir laſt Sixty or Seventy Years ;-and not con- 
le dent to come themſelves, have conſtanily | 
withdrawn as many of the ſtupid or more 


G „ #norant 


e RY l 
ignorant Slaves as they cou d prevail on to 
bear them Company. I perceive you may 
be reckon'd into Two Claſſes chiefly ; firſt 
the Deſcendants of the Spaniſh Negroes, 
and of thoſe who came or fled hither firſt 


from below; and next, the Salt-Water 
Negroes, i. e. ſuch as have been lately im- 


ported from Guinea; but in all my Viſits 


| 5 I have ſeen very few Creole Negroes, 


1.e. ſuch as were born among the Whtes 
in this Colony ; but few as they are, they 


are Monſters in Wickednelſs, Devils 5 incar- 
nate, Murderers, Raviſhers, Robbers, ſuch 
as have willfully ſet Fire to Houſes, or to 


the growing Sugar Canes; and theſe being 


cCunninger than you, and well acquainted 
in every Creek and Corner of the Iſland, 
lead you forth in all your Sallies on the 
M hites, and have aſſum'd the ruling and 
ordering of you in all other Matters. 1 
need not ſay what worſe than brutal Rulers 
they are, how they lie with your Wives, 
and raviſh your Daughters before your Eyes, = 


and how in their Wrath, or their Rum, 


they will plunge their Knives in your Bo- 


ſoms or Bellies. Nor ſhou'd I have men- 
tion d them at all, if you had not aflur'd me 


that they are all gone with ſome of your 


own People to lay out a new Settlement on 


a diſtant Mountain ; for it wou'd not have 


been in your Power to hinder them from 
cutting me to Pleers. Lou fee then, my 
Countrymen, 


25 DN 
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Countrymen, what a woful Situation you 
are now in : I am well acquainted with the 
Gentleman who governs this Iſland, and 
with moſt of the white Inhabitants of 
Note, and can aſſure you from them, that 
you will all be forgiven on your Sub- 
miſſion, and treated in much the ſame 
Manner as the Negroes are who hive con- 
tinu'd in their Obedience. To be return'd 
to Africa you will not defire, for the Rea- 
ſon I juſt now gave; and if the good 
People of England ſhou'd diſlike your be- 
ing replac'd in a State of Servitude here, 1 
can only fay, that then the Safety of this 
Iſland will not ſuffer you to remain upon 
it; and then I ſhall humbly propoſe, that 
you may be all ſent forthwith, or as ſoon as 


2 Tranſports can be provided, to England. 


Hands, well employ'd, are faid to be the 
Riches of a Place; and ſure you may be 
trained up as eaſily to the Plough, feeding 
of Cattle, carding and ſpinning of Wool, 
beating of Hemp, or the like, as the Ne- 


= groe-Slaves here are to the Suzar Manu- 


facture; and as I know you would gladly 
Work the firſt ſeven or fourteen Years for 
bare Food and Raiment, your Labour 


wou'd, without doubt, over-balance both _ | 


that, and the Charges of tranſporting you 
3 thither. But to be plain, the Eugliſb Laws, 
here and every where elſe, are ſuch, that 


= Raviſhers, willful Murderers, Sc. are un- 
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capable of being pardon'd; and 1 hope 


you do not think they deſerve to live: 


Twill be in vain therefore to ſpeak to the 


© Governor in their behalf: They are but a 
Handful in reſpect of you; ſeize the Mon- 
ſters, and deliver them up to Juſtice, which 

will make your own Submiſſion the more 

readily accepted. This I have ſaid in the 
Abſence of theſe conſummate Villains; 
but were they now preſent I would 


deſire to ſpeak to them and you both, as 
follows. 


Countrymen : Youn are now enrag'd a at 
the white People of this Ifland, whom 


Moſes Bon Sdam calls your Enemies, your 
Oppreſſors, ungrateful and mercileſs Ma- 
ters, inſolent Enſlavers, imperious Torturers, 
Influlters of our Colour, and proud Spoilers | 
of the Work of Gop, who dare make 


Beaſts of Human Forms. How true this is, 


none can better judge than yourſelves. . 
That ſome Whzzes in theſe Sugar Colonies 
have treated ſome of our Colour baſely and 
barbarouſly, is as certain, as that ſome Mo- 
thers in England deſtroy their Babes, or 
that ſome Children there ſtarve or murder 
their Parents, or that ſome Engliſomen once 
murder d their King, or hae Woolſton (a 
Clergyman !) turn'd Infidel, or that too 
| many of their *Squires, and Others, turn 
Profligates, and ruin their Eftates, But 
ſure 
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) 
* 
t 

e 


[ 45 ] 


ſure * the Laws of OY” Sugar Co- 


lonies are expreſs againſt ſuch Cruelty, as 
expreſs as in any of the other European Co- 


lonies in the Weſt-Tndies; and if England, 


which makes Laws at Vill for her Colo- 


nies in other Matters, does not think them 
2 expreſs and ſevere enough, they may be 
made what ſhe pleaſes. As to Facts, I 
have not known or heard in the laſt thirty 
2 Years, that any of theſe Wh:zes have will- 
fully or wantonly taken away the Life of 
any one Save, or that (notwithſtanding 


the many Thouſands that are here, and 
their frequent Offences) above three or 


four ſingle Slaves have in all that Time 


n See, An Abridgment of the Laws of the Planta- 


tions, London printed for F. Nicholſon, &c. 1704. 


At p. 147, If any Slave by Puniſhment from his 


Owner for running away, or other Offence, ſuffer in 


Life or Limb, none ſhall be liable to the Law for the 


ſame ; but whoever ſhall kill a Slave out of Willful- 


neſs, Wantonneſs, or Bloodymindedneſs, ſhall ſuffer 


three Months Impriſonment, and pay Fifty Pound to 
the Owner of the Slave. If the Party fo oftending be 
a Servant, he or ſhe, ſhall have on the bare Back thirty 


nine Laſhes, and alſo (after the Expiration of the Term 


with his or her Maſter, or Miſtreſs) ſhall ſerve the 
Owner of the deceas'd Slave the full Term of four 
Years. And p. 243. If a Maſter ſhall of Wantonneſs, 
or Cruelty, willfully kill his own Slave, he ſhall pay 
to the Publick Treaſury 15 l. Sterling; if he kill ano- 


ther Man's, he ſhall pay double the Value to the 


Owner, and 251. Sterling to the Publick Treaſury, 


9 and be bound to good behaviour during the Gover- 
nor's Pleaſure, e tre 
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[ 46 1 my I 
died under Correction, or ſoon after it. 
Moſt of the Inſtances handed about in 
England, will be found, upon Examina- 
tion, to be falſe, or unfairly repreſented, or 
miſunderſtood ; and the Gentlemen there 

4 who talk fo much, and with ſuch Poſi- 
tiveneſs, of the Cruelty of the Maſters to 
| their Slaves here, ought certainly to have 
deſcended to Particulars, and nam'd their 

. Vouchers, which ſince none of them are 
ſo candid as to do, the impartial Part of 
Mankind will judge accordingly. The 
Truth is, theſe Maſters in general run 
into the other Extreme, and are rather cri 
minally merciful: If one ſteals a Cow, a 
Sheep, or a Hog 1 in England, or breaks in- 1 
to a Houſe, or robs on the Highway, ge 
will be bang d for it; but when a Slave 2 
commits any the like Offence here, as he 
can in no Caſe be condemned without due 3 
Proof before two Juſtices of the Peace, 
and three fufficient Frecholders of the 
e * which is the Rule in 
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— Os complaint of any 8 and grievous . © | 
committed by any Slaves, as [Murders, Rapes] Bur- 
_ eglary, Robbery, burning of Houſes [or Canes] kil- 
ling or ſtealing of Cattel, &c. the Juſtices ſhall iſſue 

out their Warrants, and upon probable Proof, the 

Offender ſhall be committed or bailed as the Cafe 

ſhall require. And two Juſtices ſhall iſſue their Sum- 

mons to three ſufficient Freeholders, appointing a 
Day and 88 when and where the ſaid * 1 
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n 
trying Slaves in theſe Sugar Colonies) ſo 
the common Way is to compound the Mat- 
ter with the Party injur'd, and to let the 
Slave eſcape with a Whipping; and he 
wou'd be look d on as an unſufferable 


Neighbour here, who ſhou'd have Re- 


courſe to a Magiſtrate in any Caſe where 
Compenſation 18 ready to be made to him. : 


A Negroe-Slave about twenty Years old, 


and born in my own Houſe (the Cloaths 


on whoſe Back are ſeldom worth leſs than 
30s. who can ſay the whole Church Cate- 


cChiſm, and other Things that way, and who 


has been ſo taught in Houſe-Service as to 


be richly worth 60 J. Sterling) being ſent 
by her Miſtreſs, laſt Week, to aſk after 
the Health of a white Woman in the 
3 Neighbourhood who lies bed-rid, and al- 
Z moſt blind; this wicked Save, finding no 
Body in the Houſe with the poor Wo- 
man, robb'd her of 18 s. which was all 
the Money ſhe had: The News coming 
3 {ſoon to my Ears, I ſent my Wife with 
28 5. to the poor old Woman, promis d to 
correct the Slave ſeverely (as indeed I did) 


and the three Frecholders, ſhall hear the Matter, and 


if upon Evidence the Party appears guilty, they ſhall 
give dentence of Death, or ſuch other Puniſhment as 
the Crime by Law deſerves, and by their Warrant 


_ cauſe immediate Execution to be done.———1f any 
= Crime that deſerves Death be committed by more 
than one Negroe, one of the Criminals only ſhall 
= futter Death, as exemplary. See Ibid. p. 146. 


and 


[8} - 
and fo the Thing was huſh'd. And about 
a Fortnight ago, three Field- Saves of one 


of my Neighbours breaking into my Houſe 
by Night, took from thence two Pieces of 


Bag Holland, three Pieces of ſtamp'd Lin- 


nen, and ſome Shoes and Stockings; ſome 


: whereof were found on them next Day ; 
but my Neighbour offering to make full 


Satisfaction, I ask'd nothing more but that 


the Thieves ſhou'd be ſoundly whipp'd, 
which was done to ſuch Pepe, that if 


Moſes Bon Sdam had been preſent, their 


Shriels and Howls, which were loud and Ja- 
mentable enough, cou'd not but have touch'd 


him to the Quick. This Conduct muſt 
appear odd to Strangers, but the Reaſon of 
it is ſubſtantial; for were the Rigour of 

the Law to take Place, a Plantation of #F 


100 Slaves wou'd in a few Years be re- 


duced to 50, and that 50 in a few more to 


25, and then farewel the Britiſh Sugar 


Manufacture. You know that when you Þ 
lived with your Maſters you were duly pro- 


vided with * Apparel ſuitable to this warm 


Climate, and + with Food fit to ſupport 2 
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* All Slaves ſhall have Cloaths once every as. 


wiz, Drawers and Caps for Men, and Petticoats and 1 


Caps for Women, upon Pain of for ons 5s for BK 


every Slave not ſo cloathed, ib. 240. 


+ All Owners of Plantations ſhall han at all Co 


Times one Acre of Ground yell planted with 
Proviſions 


e -. - 8800 
F5ũou in their Service; or if any of them 
did not fo provide for you, they were (as 
in other Caſes) Exceptions from the Ge- 
neral Rule, and became obnoxious to the 


Law. Is it not undeniably their Intereſt 


to uſe their Saves well? Can the | Sugar 
| Colonies (as Things are order'd) po/ibly ſub- 
fiſt without Slaves, or Slaves without ne- 
ceflary Food and Raiment ? Hath not 


England render'd them the prime Materials 


for carrying on her Sugar Manufacture, 


and as neceſſary to the Planter here, as 


Horſes or Oxen are to the Huſbandman 


there? And as none but a Brute, or Booby 


of a Huſbandman, will uſe thoſe dumb 
Creatures ill, or with-hold fit and neceſſa- 


ry Provender from them, he wou'd be the 


ſame, or worſe Brute or Booby of a Planter, 


who ſhould ſtarve his Slaves, or uſe them 


_ otherwiſe than well *, Not that a Slave 


Proviſions for every hve Negroes, and ſo propor- 
tionably, under the Penalty of 405. for every Acre 
wanting, ibid. p. 147. See alſo, A Letter to the Lord 
Biſhop of London, concerning the Converfion of the 
Negro-Slaves, p. 49, Sc. where the Particulars of 
the Food and Claathing of the Negroes in the Britiſh 
Sugar Colonies are deſcrib'd and accounted for. 
I See the Repreſentation of the Board of Trade 722 
the Fun of Lords, dated January 14, 1734-5, 
pag. 16. LH . . 2 
Jam tribus propoſitis, opere, caſtigatione, & 
cibo ; fi cibus ſuppetat ſine opere & caſtigatione, ita 
Petulantia innaſcitur. Inter opera vers & caſtigatio- 
8 WW nem 
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ſtroy the Deſign on which the Maſter pur- 
chas'd him, and for the carrying on where- 


eft, & elidit frangitque vires. Relinquitur ergo hoc, 


cibi. Nam non poteſt aliquis Dominus eſſe eorum 


ny l ut Uderi homines, ne diſſoluti reddantur. Allo- 
__ eutio omnis ad ſervos quodammodo imperium fit, ne- 


beatur. Quod multi ſtultè facientes, dum delicatius | 
cos nutriunt, difficiliorem vitam & ſibi ad imperan- 


Sn. 


and Bread, (cibus neceſſarius) Correctian, and Mort, far 
4 Servant. Siracid. c. 33. v. 24. 


who had Power- 


fectly at the Diſpoſal of his Maſter, being a Part of 
his Goods, which he may uſe as he pleaſetn. 


[ 50 ] 


is to live in ſuperfluity ; for that wou'd de- 


of he continually provides him with 
Cloathing and Food convenient for him. 
p hey who know not what Per fees Slavery 

1s, 


nem cibum non haber & injuſtum atque violentum 
ut opera facere illi cogantur, & ſatis eis ſuppeditetur 
quibus merces nulla perſolvatur. Servi autem merces 


cibus eſt. Ariftot. de Oeconom. l. 1. c. 5. 
Caſtigandi ſemper jure ſunt ſervi, neque ita monen- 


8 —1 


que jocus ullus cum ipſis, ſeu fœminis ſive Wa ha- 


dum, & illis ad obediendum reddunt. Plato lib, 6, de | 
"Fodder," a and, and Bur 1 are fir 1 1 


Slaves were wholly 1 in the Power of their Maſters, 
over their Bodies for Labour, 
without giving them any Wages or Reward: To 
do all that they are commanded is but the due Debt 
to their Maſters, which it they perform they are not 
praiſed, but punifh'd if they do it not. Dr Ham- 
mond's Annot. on 1 Cor. ix. 19. 

And Archbiſhop Tillotſon, i in his Sermon on St John 
vil. 36. (near the Beginning) interprets the Prover- 


bial Expreſſion i in the preceeding Verſe, The Servant 


abideth not in the Houſe for ever : thus; that is (faith 
he) A Servant hath no Right to any Thing, but is per- 


And 


CV 


OT 


is, muſt (if they will be talking about it) 


talk out of the Way, or at Random; but 
you need not be told, how apt Slaves 


are to wax wanton on the leaſt Encou- 


ragement above what 1s ftriftly | Juſt and 


their due, what a Propenſity 1s in them to 


Lazineſs, Stealing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, 
and the like, which, with Murmuring, 
Stubbornneſs, Diſaffection fo and Deſigns 


upon the Maſter, ariſe (as I apprehend) 


from the very Nature of ſuch Slavery. I 
will not ſay that there is indefinitely * 2 
Divine Infliction in the Caſe, but I Would 


alk 


And Dr South { in his Sermön on St John xv. 1 5.0 : 


ſays, The Servant. (or Slave) neither loves the Thing 


commanded, nor the Perſon who commands it, but 

is wholly and only intent upon his own Emolument. 
All Kindneſſes done him, and all that is given him, 
over and above what is Hrictly juſt, and his Due, makes 
him rather worſe than better. And this is an Obſer- 
vation that never fails, where any one has ſo much 
Bounty, and ſo little Wit, as to make the Experi- 


ment. For a Servant (or Slave) rarely or never 


aſcribes what he receives to the mere Liberality and 
Generoſity of the Donor, but to his own Worth and 
Merit, and to the Need which he ſuppoſes there is of 
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Dimidium enim virtutis aufert latè ſonans Jupiter 
Viri, quando ipſum ſervilis dies occupat. 
. Hom, Odyſſ. lib. xvii, lin. 322. 


ſelf, and ſome Thouſands of his Coun- 
rrymen, to be fold and bought in the Man- 


that he had no more Religion or Learning 
than we brought from Ajrica, and that he 
was fold here on the ſame Conditions the 
Merchants of London, Leverpool, or Briſtol, 
or their Agents, have fold us; I would aſk 
him how he thinks he wou'd behave in 


him; But ſince he is ſuppos'd to be a Man 
of Senſe and Sincerity, I preſume he will 
agree, that if the Situation of ſuch S/aves 
muſt be bad, the Situation of their Maſters 


| where to get them. Add to this, that the 
Mother-Country (to mend the Matter) 
frequently diſcharges on her Sugar Colonies 


arcula quædam ac publicus carcer eſt. D. Longin. 9% 7 
SHE dE. 44, on : 4 ; 
Juræ naturæ Servitus elt pœna peccati graviouis. 
Erotius ad Gen, ix. d. 3. 5 1 
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aſk any white Man in England, or any | 


where in Europe, How, ſuppoſing him- 


ner we, or our Forefathers, have been, and 


ſuch a Situation? I ſhall not anſwer for 


cannot be deſirable, and that in Reaſon 
they wou'd chuſe to carry on their Buſi-̃ 
neſs with other Hands, if they knew 


2 
WIE 4; 
2 


whole Ship-loads of her own Filth and 4 
Vermin, ſuch as, white Pick-pockets, 
Whores, Rogues, Vagrants, Thieves, c. L 
whom ſhe judges not bad enough for the 3 
Gallows, and yet too bad to live among 


3 
Omnis ſervitus, etiamſi juſtiſima, anime velut I 
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their virtuous Countrymen in England. I 


grant this affects not you, Slaves find 
themſelves to be Slaves, and that is all; 
how they came to be ſo, is none of their 
Enquiry: Somebody (chey are ſure) had a 
Hand in it; Somebody (they are perſuaded) 


bas injur'd them; Somebody, therefore, 


ought to feel their Revenge: : And they 


have none to revenge it on but their im- 
mediate Poſſeſſors. At the ſame time, ſuch 


of you as were ſold from Africa, know, 
that your own Countrymen ſold you, and 
by Conſequence were the firſt Authors of 


your Slavery; but you have nothing to 
ay to them, becauſe they are out of your 
Neach. Por the ſame Reaſon you ſay not 
one Word againſt thoſe who bought vou 
from your Countrymen, and ſold you again 
here. And I gueſs you never heard till now 
that England promotes and protects this 


Slave- Trade, which otherwiſe cou'd not 
Poſſibly be carried on. Perhaps you 
thought the white Inhabitants here ſent 


their Ships to Guinea for you, or your Fa- 


thers: Alas! they have no Ships to ſend, | 


no Commodities to purchaſe you with; 


or, it any Merchant in theſe Colonics is 


at all concern'd in this Trade, tis only as 
a Factor for thoſe in England, or as he 


joins his ſmall Stock with that of the rich 
Merchants there. But you are not out of 
Humour with the People of England, 
either 


CT. 
either becauſe you did not know that they 


had any Hand in your Slavery, or becauſe 2 
you cannot come at them. All your An- . 


ger therefore muſt be vented on theſe Rt 
2hite People here; and yet all the Concern #1 
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they have in bringing about this Slave- 
Trade, is, that rather than give over the 
Sigar-Manufacture, which was their Cal- 
ling, and deem'd a Lawful one, they ac- 
cepted of Negroe-Slaves to carry it on with; 
which they did fore againſt their Will, and 
not till England declin'd to furniſh them 
with 2 ite Hands to labour in it. This 
they reckon a Misfortune, and a very 
heavy one; inſomuch that 1 have often 
heard many of the beſt and wiſeſt of them 
wiſh heartily enough, that there was IF 
never a Negro-Slave more to be brought | 
from Africa to America; that all the xz 
Slaves in the Britiſh Sugar Colonies were in 
33 Africa again, or any where but where they 
are; and that their Mother-Country would 
either ſend them Hands from herſelf to car- 
ry on the Sugar Manufacture, or put them 
in ſome other Way of Living that cou'd 
be carried on without Negroe-Slaves ; for 
ou, or your Parents, were brought hither 
in ſo provoking and uncouth a Manner, 
and are ſo perverſe and provoking YOUr=- 
ſelves, as to tire the Spirits, and break the 
Hearts of all that have to do with 5 
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[ 55] 
Moſes Bon Scam ſays, Let them [the 
white People here] recolle& how joon the 
Profits, which they too well knew to make, 
from any one of our poor Fathers Toils, 
repaid them for his barbarous Purchaſe. 
This ſhews him to be a Stranger both to 
the S/ave-Trade, and to the State of Things 
here: To the firſt, in confining the Bar- 
barity of the Purchaſe to the Planters, as 
if (ſuppoſing, for the preſent, a Barbarity 
in ſuch Purchaſes) the Purchaſe made on 
the Coaſt of Guinea by the Merchants of 
London, Leverpool, and Briſtol, or their 
Factors, was not at leaſt equally barba- 
rous: To the State of Things in theſe 


= Sugar Colonies *, where the Loſs in Slaves 


| (befide thoſe immediately from Africa, 
of which about two Fifths die in the 
Seaſoning) may well, one Year with ano- 


ther, be reckon'd at One in Fifteen; in 


Dry-weather Years, when Provifions of 
the Country Growth are ſcarce, I have 
known it One in Seven in many Planta- 
tions, and the like or worſe in ſickly Sea- 
ſons; and when the Small-Pox (which 
is almoſt as much dreaded in theſe Sugar 
Hands as the Peſtilence is any where in 
Europe) happens to be imported, tis in- 
_ credible what Havock it makes among our 


* Sce 4 Detection F the State and Situation 2h“ 
prejent Sugar Planters of Barbadoes and the Leward”” 
Ilands, London, printed 173 2, pag. 44. | 


B lacks, 


e : 
Blacks. As to the Births ; 'tis true, the 
Maſters allow, or connive at, Polygamy in. 
their Slaves; but whatever that may do 
in Africa, it is found, among other fore 
Miſchiefs, to hinder Breeding here; and 
if we conſider the Numbers of Infants 
that die, the little Work the Mother can 
do for three Months before, and nine after 
the Birth, Midwifry, and ſome other In- 
cidents, and the Maintenance of the 
Child for ſeven or eight Years, I dare fay 
a Slave rear'd up here coſts the Planter as 


much as one from Guinea. The Profits 


_ ariſing from a Slave's Labour does not, 

therefore, ſo ſoon make good the Purchaſe- . 
Money as our Countryman Moſes imagines. 
And when it is made good, to whom is it 
made good ? Does it not now begin to be 
known in England, that the Planters in 


her Sugar Colonies are leaſt Gainers of all 


that are concern'd in either the Slave or 

Sugar Trade? And are not many or moſt * 
of themſelves Slaves (very near as much 
as the Negroes are to them) to their Credi- ; 
tors in England, to whom their Lands, 
and theſe very Slaves too, are mortgag'd > i 
Let any Man but reflect on * the frequent 
Mortality that is here among the Saves, 
the frequency of Storms and Hurricanes, 


> b See 4 Letter to the Lied Biſhop - London, con- 
cerning the Converſion ef the Negroe- Slaves, p. 55. 
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accidental Fire among Canes, long-conti- 
nu'd Droughts, and other Misfortunes and 


_ Calamities, to which the Maſters of theſe 


Slaves are always ſubject; what vaſt Gains 
Merchants in the ſeveral Branches of Trade 


always make of them; the great Ex- 
pence that is neceſſary to maintain the S2 


gar Manufacture; the heavy Taxes they 
have to pay here, and the high Duties on 


their Manufacture when imported into 
Great-Britain: Let any Man, I ſay, but 


attend to theſe, and he will quickly per- 
ceive, that the Maſters of the Slaves here 


neither are nor can be rich. And indeed 
the ſtrange Remiflneſs or Inadvertence of 
England, in ſuffering the French and Dutch 
Sugar Colonies to be ſupplied with Pro- 
viſions from Ireland, and with Horſes, 
Lumber, and Proviſions, from her Northern 
Colonies, or rather in ſo long ſuffering 
Ireland and her Northern Colonies, to raiſe 
more Proviſions than can be vended with- 
cout exporting them to her Rivals in the 


Sugar Trade, and her not providing a 
Vent for Sugar from her Sugar Iſlands to 


ducing it firſt into England, and not leſſen- 


ing the Duties on Muſcovadees conſumd 
within Great Britain, has put herſelf in 
a fair Way of loſing the Szgar Trade, 


and by Conſequence very much of the 
Trade in Slaves too. „ 
5 When 
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of Humanity can procure him any Relief 


from this een lire. With hs. ad 


When our Countryman Moſes Bon Sdam 
condemns the Propogation of Slavery from 
Father to Son as a Shameleſs Pretenſon, me- 
thinks he ſhou'd have told you what the 
Learned among theſe white Men (whoſe 
Arts, he ſays, he has been ſtudying for 
Sixteen Years) alledge in Defence of it ; 
but ſince he has not, I will try to ſupply 4 
his Omiſſion. They affirm then, with re- 
pet to the firſt ee Captive, that 
* As by the Right of War an Enemy 


Right of War, might have been taken 


Obedience, and theſe, as far as poſſible, 
Abſolute. For he that obligeth himſelf 
to perform the Commands of another, : 
before he knows the Particulars, is 
bound without any Limitation or Ex- 
ception, to do all that the other Party 


* Puſfendorf 4. Tax, Nat. E PIR J. 6. 0. 3 
neg 6 


T8) 


may ally be kilbd, fo the Conqueror, 


if he pleaſes, may give him his Life, 


upon his promiſe of Perpetual Service. 
In which Contract or Compoſition, tage 
Good which the vanquiſh'd receives, is 
the Security of his Life, which, by the 2 


away ; and the Good which he engages 
to bring to the Victor is his Service and 


ſhall enjoin; and nothing but the Law 
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59 
to the Children of Slaves, they ay, * hat 


* Thid. ſect. 9. Kerri corporalis conditio eſt, 
cum ſervus ſit quaſi inſtrumentum Domini in operan- 
do; & ideo proles in — ſervitute ſequitur matrem. T. 
Aquinas i in 4 ES ad tertiam Partem Summe, Quæſt. 

5 2. Artic. 4 
ee jure & jure gentium circa captivos, ut in 


5 beſtiis, ita in ſervilis conditionis hominibus, partus ma- 
7 trem ſequitur— jus dominorum in prolem ſervilem 
2 hoc caſu naſcetur, ex ipſa alimentorum & eorum quz 
FF rvitz neceſſaria ſunt præbitione: Ac proinde cum 
t diu alendi fuerint è ſervis nati, antequam opera eorum 
Y ddomino utilis eſſe poſſit, & ſequentes operæ ſui tempo- 
„ iis alimentis reſpondeant; effugere ita natis ſervitutem 
. 4 non licebit, niſi pro alimentis quantum ſatis eſt red- 
? X dant. Grotius de jure B. ac P. ex edit. Barbeyrac, 
_— Amſt. 1720. lib. 2. c. 5. ſect. 29. p. 268, 269. 
& | Noeque vero ipſi tantum fervi ſunt, ſed & poſleri: | in 
8 | perpetuum; nempe qui ex matre ſerva poſt ſervitu- 
e tem naſcuntur— Atque hæc jure gentium non aliam 
3 ob cauſam introducta ſunt, quam ut tot commodis de- 
1 l niti captores libenter abſtinerent a ſummo illo rigore 
88 | quo captos & ſtatim, & poſt moram interficere pote- 
al - rant Dixi, ut libenter abſtinerent: Neque enim 
8 s quaſi pactio eſt ut abſtinere cogantur, ſi jus hoc gen- 
2 XX tim ſpectes, fed modus perſuadendi ab eo quod eſt 
It # utilius. Eademque ex cauſa hoc jus etiam in alios 
„ tranſcribitur, perinde ut rerum dominium [ut liceat, 
18 ſecundum Gronovium in Annot. hominem fic ſervatum 
:  vendere vel donare vel relinquere in teftamento, vel alio 
— = modo alienare cum eodem jure vel utendi vel abutendi.] 
Ty Ad natos autem dominium hoc porrigi ideo placuit, 
a RF qui alioqui, ſi ſummo jure captores uterentur, illi ipſi 
lief naſcituri non erant— Ideo autem natos maturnæ elle 
5 & conditionis placuit gentibus, quia ſerviles concubitus 


nec lege nec certa cuſtodia erant conſtricti, ita ut nul- 
la ſufficiens præſumtio patrem indicaret. bid, 1. 3. 


. 7. ſect. 2. & 4. pag. 756, 757. : 
*. . 


[ 6o 


it is buſt juſt The Birth pod go with the 
Bearer, or the Child w:th the Mother Who 
18 always known, rather than with the Fa- 
tber, who (among Slaves eſpecially) can- 


not be ſo ſurely known; that ſince in a 


State of perfect Slavery, not only the Works 
but the Perſons belong to the Maſter, their 
Children will likewiſe fall under his Domi- 


nion, as every thing elſe which they pro- 


duce; that the Mother is on Account of 


her Burthien, render'd for ſome time unfit 
to perform her uſual Work, and conſe- 


quently brings a Loſs and Prejudice to her 


Maſter, which ought to be thus repair'd ; 


and that the Maſter does no Injury to the 
Child in dooming it to perpetual Subjec- 


tion: For ſince the Mother hath nothing 
of her own, tis impoſſible ſhe ſhou'd main- 


tain the Child but with her Maſter's 
Goods: And ſince the Maſter is oblig'd to 
furniſh ſuch an Infant with Food and other 
Neceſſaries, long before it is capable f 
making any Requital ; and fince when the 


Child begins to work, his Labour is ſcarce 
: equivalent to his daily Maintenance, he 
cannot eſcape Servitude, unleſs by the Ma- 
| ſter's particular Diſpenfation. And this 


Reaſon (jay they) will hold, not only whilſt 


he is ſuppos'd to continue, as it were, in 
his Maſter's Debt, but ever after; becauſe 


the Condition on which the Maſter firſt 
undertook to keep him, W that he ſhould Pf 


perform 


1 


_ 


q Fr] 
F perform perpetual Service; and to this Con- 
dition he is preſum'd to have yielded a ta- 
cit Conſent; eſpecially if it be conſider'd, 
that his very Birth is owing to his Maſter's 
Z Favour, who by the Right of War might 
have put his Parents to Death. For * as 
to that Natural Freedom with which all 
Men are inveſted, it then only takes Place, 
when no Act or Agreement, of ourſelves or 
3 others, hath render d us obnoxious to a 
State of Inferiority. 
D pon theſe Pillars, in the main, fload the 
8 TR Servitude which from the Days of 


NA; 


=. Servi natura quidem, 10 eſt, citra : factum SORE 
num aut primævo naturæ ſtatu, hominum nulli ſunt: 
Quo ſenſu rectè accipi poteſt quod a juriſconſultis die- 
tum eſt, contra naturam eſſe hanc fjervitutem : Ut ta- 
men facto hominis; id eſt, pactione aut delicto, ſer- 
vitus originem acciperet, juſtitiæ naturali non beg 
nat. id, l. 3: c. 7. fect. 1; p- 755. 
1 Eſt autem ſervitus perfecta, quæ perpetuas ope- 
Tas debet pro alimentis & aliis, quæ vitæ neceſſi tas ex- 
igit: Quæ res ſi ita accipiatur in terminis naturalibus 
[id eſt, inquit F; F. Gronovius, ut dominis non plus in 
ſervos liceat, quam naturalis equitas concedit] nihil ha- 
bet in ſe extremæ acęrbitatis. Nam perpetua iſta Ob- 
ligatio compenſatur perpetua illa alimentorum certitu- 
dine, quam ſœpe non habent qui diurnas operas locant. 
Lid. 2-6 ect, 7 0; 200, 297, 
I ͤVetuſtiſſimum Servitii nomen eſſe, & a N e 
temporibus deductum, ſacra Biblia ( Gen. ix. 25. ) te- 


ſtantur: Maledictus Chanaan, ſervus ſervorum erit 


H5Jratribus ſuis. Et hoc ab ipſo Not totum effluxiſſe, 


argumento eſt celebris deinceps facta mentio ſervorum, 
| N 
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Noah, or of * Nimrod, was in Vogue for ma- 
ny Ages in moſt Countries of the World. 4 
Whether they will alſo ferve to ſupport 
the preſent Slave-Trade in its Riſe, Pro- 
_ greſs, and Duration, I cannot ſay; but you 
Thall hear how this laſt came about. C. Co. 3 
Tumbus, the firſt Diſcoverer of America, 
having taken Poſſeſſion of ſome Parts of it 
for the King of Spain, the Spaniards and 
 Portugueze ; Bos diſcern'd that there was I 
more profitable Work for them here than 
cou'd be carried on by their own Hands. 
About the fame Time the Portugueze diſ- 


cover'd that the Swarms of Men in Africa 


were more than we cou'd employ, or knew 3 
what to do with; that many of our Peo- 
; ple were Slaves to their Princes or other 


ut in illa Abram ſubitaria e 8 


recenſione ad fratrem è captivitate eximendum Gen. 


N. 14. in præſcriptio circumciſionis & impleto 


ritu Gen. xvii. & alibi, ubi ancillarum, vernarum, Pp 


emptitiorumque memoria exſtat, Gen. x, & xxii. Laur. 
Pignorius de Servis, 4mſt. 1674. p. 1 & 2. . 
X Captivitas ſane novitium inventum non fuit: Si- 
quidem effluxit ab ipſo Nimrod. Quæ enim leguntur 
in Gen. x. 8, Porrò, Chus genuit Nimrod: ipſe cœpit 
Potens e in terra, & erat robuſtus venator coram Do- 
mino; illa interpretatur D. Auguſtin. de Civ. Dei, I. 16. 

©. 4. de oppreſſione & captivitate intelligi. Foannes 


Saresberienſis aperte ( Policrat. I. 1. c. 4.) Traditur i 


Hic [Nimrod] in tantam elationis erupiſſe vecordiam, ut 
non vereretur Jura temerare naturæ, cum conſortes con- 
ditionis & generis, quos ingenuos illa creaverat, hic addi- 


ceret dervituti. Ibid. p. 3. 
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Z Maſters; that by the Law, Cuſtom, Con- 


ſtitution, or whatever one may call it, of 


2 our Native Countries, this Slavery did de- 
2 ſcend from Father to Son to lateſt Poſte- 


rity; and that theſe Princes or Maſters 
wou'd fell their Slaves (as well as the Cap- 


tives taken in War) on the fame Terms 


themſelves held chem, to any Body that 


wou'd buy them. They, therefore, made 


what haſte they could to the Market, 
which they found to be inexhauſtible; and as 


ſoon as the Dutch ſaw what a gainful Market 


it was, away they crowded after them; and 


8 the Engliſh, French, &c. in proceſs of time, 
getting Poſſeſſions in the Veſt-Tndies,did the | 


fame. Now had it not been for the never- 


ending Tenure of this Slavery, none of 
7 theſe European Nations (conſidering the 
great Expence and 2 50 of a Voyage 


from Europe to the Coaſt of Guinea, and 


from thence to the Meſt-Indies; the Diff. 
culties and Dangers of trading with our 


Countrymen; the firſt Coſt of theſe Slaves 


in Africa; the Multitudes of them that die 


in Tranſportation, and afterwards in the 


8 Seaſoning ; - the Charges their Owners muſt 


be at in the American Colonies in main- 
taining the Mother during her Pregnancy, 


and the Child till it grows fit for Labour; 


the ill Qualities that naturally, as it were, 


accompany Perfect Slaves; the endleſs 


Plagues their Maſters muſt have to keep 
them 


e 
them in neoeſſary Subjection, Se.) cou'd 


have jude'd it worth while to buy any of | 
them at all; and let our Countrymen in 


Africa once refuſe to ſell them on the ſame 


Tenure, and from that Moment theſe Eu- 
ropeans will bid Adieu to the Trade: But 
ſince our Countrymen there are in no ſuch 
Diſpoſition, and the Nations of Europe (Who 
have ſome of their People at work for them 
here in the Weft-Indies) ſeem refolv'd ra- 


ther to continue than to give it over, what 


wou'd you have the white Inhabitants = : 
theſe Parts to do? Wou d you have them fly | 
in the Face of all our Countries i in Africa 2 
Who fell theſe Slaves firſt, and of their ® 
Mother Countries in Europe who buy them 
from ours, and after they have paid a very 
great Price for them, in Conſideration that 
their Servitude is to be perpetual, and have - 2 
been at no ſmall Coſt and Pains beſides to 1 


train them up in the Sugar Manufacture, or 


therwiſe; Wou'd you, I ſay, have theſe few 43 

wwhite Men take upon them to break thro' 
all, and ſet their Slaves thus transferr'd to AF 
them, or their Offspring, at Liberty? And 


if this is no ſuch reaſonable Expectation, 
can you think it fair in Moſes Bon Sdam to 


head you, or for you to march out under 
his Command againſt the white Men of 


this Iſland, and in your Anger to bring 
them to Deſtruction ? Cou'd he lead you 
forth, even againſt the prime Anthors and 
Inſtruments 
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Inſtruments of your Slavery, thoſe who 


thers, in the Manner that has been related, 
he might, for any thing I can ſee (ſince 
the Illegality of this Traffick is plainly a 


| Suppoſition ſtill) be very much to blame; 
but if theſe h;fe Men here are not altoge- 
ther innocent (which they cannot be; if 
| they have given way to a thing in itſelf 
evil for the fake of Gain, or to prevent 
loſs) ſurely they are the. leaſt guilty, the 
moſt unfortunate, and the pooreſt Gainers 
of all that are concern'd in this Trade, and 
= therefore (even admitting it to be prov'd 
illegal) the leaſt deſerving, or the moſt im 
proper Objects, of your Wrath and Ven- 


geancé. . 


I have again and again told you, how 
vou, or your Forefathers, came to be Slaves 
here, becauſe in your preſent Situation it is 
fit you ſhou'd underſtand it thoroughly. 
Men Bon Sdam, to endear himſelf, and 
ſecure (as it wou'd ſeem) his Command 
| over you, ſays, that as ſoon as be beca;ne 
able to read, he diſcover d (with a Mixture 
of Amazement and prophetick Foy, in the 
holieſt of all Books, bo the great Giver of 


his Name had deliver d à certain Nation 


from juſt ſuch @ Slavery as this of our 


Countrymen here; 7u 1 unfair, oppreſ- 
ive, and unnatural; and, in e Aci 
Circumſtance, reſembling. that which you and 
28 — 


your 


in every AF and 


fold and tranſported you, or your Forefa- 
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your Porefathers have groaned under. Per- 


_ feet Slavery, tis true, is much the fame in 
any Part or Age of the World, otherwiſe 
it wou'd not be Perfect Slavery, which 
chiefly conſiſts in * one's being oblig'd, by 
Virtue of ſome Contract or ſome Crime, 
to labour all his Life long for bare Food, 
and the other common Neceffaries of Life. 
But I aſſure you, Moſes Bon Sdam wrongs that 
Book; for, not to fay that the Slaves here 
are never put to the Taſk + of making 
Brick without Straw, or any thing that 
can be deem' d to reſemble 1 it, or that their 
Infants are all tenderly nurs d up, || and |} 
the Midwives never commanded fo kill their 
Mak-Children in the Birth, or + any one 
elſe to caft them out into the Water to the 
Intent they ſhou'd not live; To paſs over 
theſe, I fay, the Founders or Patriarchs of 
the Nation he ſpeaks of were not fold as 
you: have been, but were * uten oO =_ 


* Vid. Grotium de you B: ac P. 1. * c. 5. Sect. 27. 


5 * 266, 267. „ ͤ „„ ‚— ---Þ Eid. i. 16. | 


t Bid. v. 22. and Ar vii. 19. 


** And the Fame thereof was heard ! in Fi = 
' Houſe, ſaying, Foſeph's Brethren are come; and it 3 
pleaſed Pharaoh well, and his Servants. And Pharaoh ®Z 
ſaid unto Foſeph, fay unto thy Brethren, this do ye; = 
Lade your Beaſts, and go, get you into the Land of 


Canaan, and take your Father, and your Houſholds, 


and come unto me, and I will give you the Good ofß 
the Land of E gypt, and ye ſhall eat the Fat of the 


Land, Now thou art commanded, chis do Je; Take 
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* 
the then King) into that Country, where, 
in plain Violation of the Publick Faith, 
XZ they were afterwards enflav'd; neither did 
they go thither naked, as our Countrymen 
in Africa ſent you, or your Fathers, here, 
in the moſt literal Senſe of the Word, but 
* carried with them their Flocks, and their 
 Herds, and the Goods which they had got in 
their Native Country. I 
But let it be ſuppos'd that under the 
Conduct of Moſes Bon Sdam you cou'd at- 
chieve all the glorious Things he talks of; 
that far from continuing on the defenſive, 
which is what he firſt adviſes, you ſhou'd 
change your Mind as quick as he contra- 
dicts himſelf in his Speech, and break down, 
unexpected, upon the ' ſcatter d Plantations 
= below, and return with whatever you with 

From the Storehouſes of theſe your Enemies, 

as he calls the 2%i1te People here; hat you 
cou d train and confirm your Forces, by the 
Diſcipline and Exerciſe they are beginning 
= 7 prattiſe; that the Negroes now with 
their Maſters, ſhou'd flee to you by Night, 


—_ — 


1 
1 


you Waggons out of the Land of Egypt for your lit- 
tle Ones, and for your Wives, and bring your Father, 
and come. Alſo regard not your Stuff; for the Good 
of all the Land of Egypt is yours. And the Children 
of 1/rael did ſo: And FJoſeph gave them Waggons, 
according to the Commandment of Pharaoh, and 
Proviſions for the Way, Gen. xlv. 16, &c, See 

dee Gen. xlv, 10. xlvi. 6. xlvii. 1. 8 


[6] 
or be drawn along with you when you make 
Incurſions, fill you ſhall think your very 
Numbers have made you invincible ; nay, 
let it be ſuppos d that you cou'd extirpate 
theſe M hites, or drive them from the Iſland; 
What next? why, Moſes himfelf, your 
Captain-General, tells you, it wor'd be found 
an unſurmountable Difficulty, without Ships, 
and unſrill'd in Navigation, to maintain 
your Poſſeſſions againſt the perpetual freſh 
Supplies that wou'd be pour d in by their 
Fleets. It wou'd be ſo; but I hope he 
ddces not mean the Fleets of the white In- 
habitants below; for Fleets they have 
none; he muſt therefore mean the Fleets 
of England, or France, &c. which doubt- 
leſs wou'd be the Caſe, as it was at Sf i 
Jobis, the Daniſh Iſland I mention'd to 
A re 4 
| But it ſeems your General is not for a 
total Extirpation of theſe Mhites; he would 
have you keep to your Mountains, where he 
fays you have every Art within yourſekves, 
that can be neceſſary for your Support and, 
Security— can prepare Gun-powder, and 
find Iron every where, but that it abounds 
in your Enemies (theſe white Men's) Ware- 
houſes— and are capable of forging your 
own Arms, if ſo much Trouble were neceſ- 
ſary; but (ſays he) there is a nearer Way = 
to get Arms; tis but to prevent the Return 
of theſe who ſhall dare to invade you, = 1 


Fi 


= £C 
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tze Arms, which they bring for your Ruin, 
i will inlarge and perpetuate your Protection 
Then he concludes thus, You have all 
heard talk of the Dutch; thoſe Rivals in 


= C 


A 


| Riches and Power, to the moſt conſi- 
derable Princes of the Earth ! What were 


A 


* Zheſe, about a hundred Years paſt, but a 
kind of white Slaves, to a Monarch, 
who now calls them his Brothers? Keep 5 
4 this inſpiring Example in your Eye; and 


* 


* and aſſure yourſelves that the proudeſt 
of your Enemies [ſtill meaning the hitte 


La 


'Y People here, but not a Word of the prime 
Authors or Inſtruments of your Slavery, 
Z thoſe who began, carried on, and are ftill 
improving and extending this Slave- Trade 
from Africa to the Weſi-Indies] © will em- 
race you, in Spite of your Colour, when 
= © they foreſee Deſtruction in your Anger; 4 
a but Eaſe and Serurity. in Four Priend- 
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"Friendſhip ! Alas! that any thing that is 


. called Rational ſhou'd ſo proſtitute thy ſa- 
8 cred Name!] You know, none of the Seeds 


of Friendſhip are to be found in any of 


you that are come to Years, nor can you 


ſhew me one quiet towardly Negro in all 


your Company, one that has any thing of 
Good-Nature or Humanity in him. Are 
not the Neg ro- Slaves among the white 
People in theſe Colonies, even thoſe of the 
| fame Nation and Blood, n * 
ing 
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And the Children, when grown up, over 


in Subjection to them, which they do not | 
miſuſe or ſtarve? And is it not a thouſand | 


fes Bon Saam call Liberty? Do you not, 
on the ſorrieſt Provocation, and often 


all, ſheath your Knives or Daggers in one | 
another's Bowels? What Beaſts do the | 
beſt of you ſhew yourſelves, after you have J 
paillag'd a Planter's Still-houſe of Rum? | 
How do you lie with the Wives of the. 
| weaker and more ignorant Sort, in their 
Sight, and force their Daughters, even be- 
fore they are ripe? And all this, and more 
than I can fay, without ever ſhewing the 
leaſt Sign of Remorſe or Repentance ? = 3 
not your hatred to theſe Whites implaca- 
ble? Wou'd you not cut all their Throats | 
with one Knife, and in one Moment, if | 
you knew how ? And what Security, then, þ| 


| fied the Highlands, and got a ſufficient | 
Proviſion of Arms and Ammunition in the | 
Manner Moſes Bon Sdam has pointed out, | 
that you wall reſt content, and leave them = 
in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Lowlands? Can 


[ 70 ] 
ling with, and biting and devouring one 


another ? How do the Parents infult and 
domineer over their Children, whilſt young? 


their Parents ? Cai ſo much as a Dog be 3 


Times worſe in theſe Mountains, where 
you have got the thing which ſuch as Mo- | 


without pretending to have had any at 


can you give, when once you have forti- 
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( 77] 
you propoſe Treaties of Friendſhip,” who 


know not what Treaties or Friendſhip 
mean? No! Wild and wicked as you are, 


you will not pretend to put ſo manifeſt a 


Trick on your old Maſters; and tho' Mo- 


Wy talks of I know not what Eaſe and Se- 


curity in your Friendſhip, I am fure you 

are honeſt and open-hearted enough to 
own, that as ſoon as you have Power you 
will deſtroy them to a Man. And admit 
you had Power and Opportunity to deſtroy 
them, and ſhon'd effect their Deſtruction ; © 
ſince this is a Matter that ought to be well 

| confider'd, give me leave to aſk you once 
more, what muſt be the Conſequence? why 
the fame I Juſt now told you: The Fleets 
and Armies of England wou'd deſtroy you? 


Or if they ſhou'd prove tardy, or do the 


Work by Halves, which is not to be ima- 
gin'd; I affure you, from the full Knowledge 
I have of the Men, the French from Hiſpa- 
nicla, &c. wou' d purſue you with Fire and 
Sword, and never quit this Ifland, were your 
Fortifications ten times larger and ſtronger 
than ever you can make them, while there 
was one Man, Woman, or Child of FR; 7 
left alive upon it! + 
Be wiſe then, my Countrymen, and liſten - 
no longer to the Suggeſtions of Moſes Bon 
Sdam : Submit rather forthwith to of e . 
People here. They are Engliſhmen, and 


* is no Part of their Character; I dare 


promiſe, . 


| 

promiſe, your Lives under them will be fa- 
fer, eaſier, and happier than ever they can 
be in theſe Mountains 
Had I not been fold from Africa myſelf, 3 
T ſhould have been undone! whereas now 
the Reverſe is happily my Lot! But you will 
ſay, What is that, or a few ſuch Inſtances, | 
to the Caſe of ſo many hundred Thouſands, 
or rather Millions, of our Countrymen, that 3 
are fold from thence? It muſt not therefore 
be diſſembled, that there are thoſe among 
_ thehztes themſelves who diſlike this Slave- 7 
Trade from its Commencement in Africa, 
to its Conſummation (if that may be ſaid to 
be conſummated which is propagating to 
lateſt Poſterity) in America; nay ſome of 
them venture farther, and [upon ſeriouſſy 
conſidering the Nature and Circumſtances 
of this Trade throughout, the Maxims of 
Intereſt on which the whole of it is founded, 
how the principal Nations profeſſing Chri- 
ſtianity are one way or other embarked in 
it, the many Lives it deſtroys, and the lit- 
tle Care that is or can be taken of their 
Souls] doubt not to ſay, that, in their Opi- 
nion, very few ſuch Pieces of Wickedneſs 
have ever been acted on the Face of the 
Earth: At the ſame time they confeſs, that 
all the Parties concerned in it do not appear 
to them to be equally guilty, or, that the 
Whites in the Weſt-Indies, who are the laſt i 
Receivers of theſe Slaves, are no deeperSha- i 
Ea RY, — 000i 


— 


— 

ters in the Guilt than they are in the Gain; 
which hath been already prov'd (with re- 
ſpect to the Britiſb Sugar Planters) to be 
the leaſt of any that are concern'd in it. 
But whatever may bein theſe Mens Notions, 
whether with regard to this S/ave-Trade in 
general, or to the Part the Britiſb Planters 
in the Veft-Indies bear in it, tis certain that 
the Part theſe Planters bear in it has 
brought, and daily brings them under the 
ſevereſt Cenſures in England; where the 
Way of thinking or ſpeaking on this Sub- 
= ject tallies exactly with yours in theſe Moun- 
tains: No Body there, any more than you 
do here, blames, or is heard to blame, our 
Countrymen in Africa who ſell theſe Slaves 
firſt, or the Engliſ Merchants who buy 
them, and by this Craft have their Wealth, 
or England, the grand Gainer, for protect- 
ing and encouraging a Trade, which conſiſts 
in ſelling and buying Men and Women in 
one Quarter of the World, and felling and 
buying them again in another; bit the 
Whole Load of Blame and Guilt, if there 

is any Blame or Guilt in ſuch Traffick, is caſt 
on the white People in theſe Parts, and on 
them alone. I could tell thoſe in England 
who do fo, were they in my Way, or lin 
= theirs, that their Cenſures have diſconcerted 
not a few of the Sugar Planters, and put 
2 them at length on caſting about for other 
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Employment, which may not be ſo profita- 
King; nor can their great Stock in Slaves, 
doing there being plenty of Chapmen in the 


gladly take them off their Hands at any 
Price: Among the reſt, I muſt own, that 
their Cenſures have put me not a little out 
of Tune; for J have a Family, and from 
the Date of my Freedom have been ſet on 
a Level with the Vhites, who are pleas d 

to reckon me as one of themſelves ; ; and 
what by the Bounty of my old and young 
Maſter, what by my own Application to 
Buſineſs, T have for ſome Time been 
Owner of a ſmall Freehold Eftate in 
Land; and my Family-Hands not being 
ſufficient to manure the ſame, and no free 
Hands being to be got here to manure it, 
I was therefore (as any Man in Europe, 
who ſhou'd live on this Iſland in Circum- 
ſtances like mine, wou'd alſo be) forced as 
i eie of Neceſſity to buy ſome of our 
Countrymen from Guinea, in the very ſame 
faſhion I was bought here myſelf: Now 
tho', you may believe, I have uſed them 
as well as the N ature and Genius of ſuch 
Servitude will bear; yet it gives me many 
lad and anxious Thoughts, not that their 
Colour and mine 1s the ſame, or that we are 


1 


ble to their Mother Country as Sugar-ma- 
Sugar, Utenſils, &c. hinder them from ſo 


other European Colonies here, who wou'd 


1 
9 *. 


f 
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of the fame Kindred and Country, but 
that I, or any other Freeman, ſhou'd at all 
contribute to the Support and Propagation 
of Slavery. I often make the Caſe of the 
Negroe-Slaves my own, and ſometimes 
ſuppoſe myſelf to be accounting for it 
1 (as all concern d muſt one Day do) at the 
laſt Tribunal ; and being very lately pretty 
deep in one of theſe Contemplations, me- 
thought the Great Judge alk'd, how I 
came to be concern'd in the Slawery of my 
Fellow-Creatures ; Why (ſaid he) did you . 
not rather quit the Way of Life you was n. 
gag d in, and betake yourſelf to ſome other? 
Or, if you cou'd find no other, why did you 
= rt truſt to my Care and Providence ? Cie 4 
Dau imagine that 1 deſcended from Heaven 
= 7 Earth, and ſuffer d as I did there, to 
| purchaſe a Licence for any Man, or Species = 
„ Men, to violate the Laws of Nature ? 
At theſe Words (Bleſſed Feſ ! have Mercy 
upon us?) aghaſt, upſtared my Hair, I 
= ſpeechleſs bent? and as ſoon as my Terror ; 
abated, I ſent to ſome that are faid to be 
the ableſt Caſuiſts among both Royali/ts 
and Republicans, as well as to ſome of 
their ſeveral Retarners, in England, hum- 
8 bly imploring them to clear up the Caſe ; 
and in Six or Seven Months from this 
F Time ! expect an Anſwer from ſome one 
or more of either Party: In particular, 
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had TI known where to direct to him, I 
wou'd have aſk'd the ſame Favour of an 
Illuſtrious and Learned Prelate there 
(whoſe Name, tho' conſecrated above twen- 
ty Years, I don't remember to have ſeen 
in any of the Lifts of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel in foreign Parts) 
which I'm fure his great Humanity, and 
concern for Truth and Right above all By- 


conſiderations that can be nam'd, and for 


the Quiet of ſo many Conſciences, and 


the honeſt thriving of the Community, 
wou'd readily have induced him to grant; 


and I am much out in pr Conjectures, if 


his Lordſhip has not often wiſh'd for a 
fair Opportunity of declaring his Mind on 


this very Subject. 


Well! Let their Determinitic be what 4 


it will, I wou'd have you, my Country- 


men, to refrain from all further Violences 


- to the Whites below. None of you that 


confiders, will deny that there is ſuch a Be- 
ing above as theſe Engl; iſhmen call GOD, 


and that He is powerful, good, and juſt, 
and ſees and over-rules whatever is done 


upon Earth: And ſuch of you as were 
come to Vears of Diſcretion before you left 
Africa, are all perſuaded, that immedi- 

ately after Death you will return again to i 
your Na: tive Countries. Now 'tis plain 


3 


Four Bodies cannot return chither; for do 
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[77 ] 
but open the Graves of any of our Conde - [ 
trymen that have died here, and you will 
ſtill find their Bodies, or thei? Bones and 
Duſt, in the Graves where you buried 
them. What returns then muſt be ſome- 
thing elſe, even the Thing that is in every 
one of us, by which we think, and con- 
ider, and can judge of what is right and 
what is wrong. This theſe Ef call 
the Sour, which is the fame in you that 
it is in them, and me, and in all Mankind. 
And wherever theſe your Souls go, whe- 
ther to your Native Countries, or elſe- 
where, you may be ſure they go there for 
= ſome End and Purpoſe. I know you will 
: allow, that ſuch of them as behav'd aright 
3 in their Bodies, will enjoy Pleaſure, and 

that ſuch as did not, will ſuffer Pain. You 
had need therefore, my Brethren, to take 
„ heed what you do now while vou 
live. Hearken not to this Moſes Bon Sdam. 
he will lead you on, for certain, to the 
Death of your Bodies, and, for ought T fee, 
to the worſe Damage of your Souls, which 
you believe will go from hence to another 
Place after the Death of your Bodies. 

In ſetting forth the Caſe of this Slave- 
Trade, nothing has been conceal'd that 
| ſeemed to me to make for or againſt either 
the Enſtavers or the 3 it Mo ofes 
Boy Sdam thinks otherwiſe, or that his 
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Speech has been unfairly dealt with, he 
may ſpeak again: Nor am I ſenſible that 
any thing of Moment, relating to your 
Caſe in particular, has been omitted, un- 
leſs ſomething ſhou'd have been faid of 
the Spaniſh Negroes who retreated hither 
when the Engliſb took this Iſland; and of 
them, I can only fay, that as their um- 
ber was but ſmall, ſo their Children have 
all along fo intermix'd with the Slaves 
that came up from their Maſters below, 
that there is no diſtinguiſhing them now, 
nor can yourſelves tell with any certainty 


Negroes. If, after conſidering what has 
been, or may be offer d, you ſhall till 
think yourſelves injur'd, it remains (and I 
wou'd fay the fame to all our enflavd_ 


lution of the Matter be left to that GOD 
I was telling you of, who made the World 
and all Things that are in it, and rules 
cover all, I aſſure you He is u Reſpecter of 
Perſons, but regards the Negroes as much as 
he does theſe Engliſb, or any white Men 
whatever; for we with our black Skins 
are the Work of his Hands as well as the 
beſt of them, and he careth for us all 
alike; the only thing that weighs with him 
is the Right and Merits of the Caſe, and 
the Behaviour of People, be they Mhite, 


[ 78 ] 


which of you are the Deſcendants of thoſe 


Countrymen every where) that the Reſo- 


be 


os 
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be they Black; and He will make ſuch as 
behave well more happy, and ſuch as be- 
have ill more miſerable, than I, or an 
other Mortal can expreſs. And for your 


Conſolation, I can aſſure you too, that as 
XZ the GOD I ſpeak of is a Lover of Truth, 
KRighteouſneſs, and Mercy, fo He is an ir- 
rkoconcileable Enemy to all Violence and 
Injuſtice, Cruelty and Oppreſſion, and 
bas often interpos d n to cut them 


off. 


As to the Slave- Trade in n if 
here is Iniquity in it, if it is an unjuſt In- 
= vaſion of the law of Nature; Who 
= knows but this moſt mighty, good, and 
righteous GOD may, ſooner than is ap- 
prehended, put it into the Hearts of thoſe 
who hear ſway in our Countries, and into 
the Hearts of ſuch European Nations as 
= conſpire with them in it, to conſpire in 


breaking it off ? Who knows but He may 


inſpire a certain People in Europe (whoſe 
Strength at Sea is great, and may be made 
_ almoſt what they pleaſe) to take the whole 
upon themſelves, and put a Stop to it 
with their Shipping at the Fountain-head ? 
What then? our Governors in Africa 
= muſt deviſe ſome other Way to employ 
their Hands than by felling them abroad 
for Slaves; the Slave-Merchants of Eu- 
e will loſe a very W Trade, and be 
= forced 


„ 
forced to look out for ſome other, or to 
reſt content with that of Gold Duſt, Ele- 
phants Teeth, &c. which thoſe I now mean 
might then eaſily ingroſs; Spain and Por- 
rugal (notwithſtanding all their Seiſures, 
Indultos, Piezas de India, and other Rants 
at preſent) cou'd not, or not for Ages, and 

perhaps never to purpoſe, work their Gold 
and Silver Mines; France and Holland 
muſt ſoon decline in the Sugar Manu- 
facture; England cou'd ſupport it better 
(as might be prov'd) than any Nation 
whatſoever ; the Value of ſome Things at 
Market wou'd return to what it was when 
Columbus made his firſt Diſcoveries; that 
European Country which cou'd beſt main- M8 
tain Manufactures, Fiſhing, and Agricul- 
ture, would be the moſt conſiderable ; and 
the People, thus purſuing the Path to 
Glory, would become Arbiters of the Af- 
fairs (not of one Quarter only, but) of the i 
greater Part of our habitable Globe. But 
ſuppoſing GOD to do neither, and that 
all probable Means ſhould be laid aſide, or 
come to nought, He has many Ways of 
ſetting Things that are wrong to rights, 
5 Which the wiſeſt of his Creatures are 1gno- 
rant of, and muſt not preſume to dive into. 
Vour Part is exceeding plain, even to 
make yourſelves, and all you are concern d 
with, as eaſy as poſſible; and how that is 
Fn 4 9 
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to be done, you have heard. Theſe Hack 
Creole Tyrants are but a Handful; Let 


them be tied Hand and Foot, and 1 will 


come up again when you ſhall think fit, 


and doubt not but to bring with me ſuch 


Articles in your behalf, from the white 


People below, as will be to your liking, 
Till then, farewel. 


wer 


I 
| 


THE 


* * E E ©- H 


or 


Moſes Bon Saam, 


"7 


PRE E. NE GR O, 


At the Head of thoſe Revolted Slaves, 


who have betaken themſelves to the 
Mountains, in one of the moſt conſi- 


derable Colonies i in the We ft-Indies. 


. J. aken from the London Magazine for the 
. Anne nner. 7355 P. 13. 


Dear F ellows i in > Arms, and Brothers in Adverſity E 


H AD your Sufferings been leſs painful, 1 hr 15 


have enjoyed my own Eaſe, in an Exemption 


from Danger. But in vain did my Courage 


once exerted, as you have heard, in Defence of a 


Ma ſter, redeem me from the Name of a Maus 1 


found no Blefling in Freedom; tormented with a 
| livelier Senſe of your Groans, becauſe no longer a 
: Partaker of your Miſery. 

While I was, formerly, one of your Number, and 


but a Wretch, among Wretches, I wanted Sentiments 
to reflect, with Fuſineſs, on the Wrongs we are ac- 


cuſtom'd to ſuffer. Whether ignorant of the Bl:s 


of others, I diſcern not my own Miſery : Or, that 


the Part I was condemn'd to bear, in ſo general a 
Calamity, had deaden'd in my Heart that Pzty, 


"which | 
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which has been awaken'd by my Change of Fortune. 
But, I have /ince been taught your Wretchedneſs, by 
ſixteen Years of Liberty; not ſpent in Eaſe and Lu- 
xury, like the Lives of our Oppreſſors; but in long, 


laborious Diligence in Purſuit of their Arts, and Ca- 


pacity; whereby to know, and make known, that 
only Education, and Accident, not Difference of 


Genius, have been the Cauſe of this provoking Supe- 


rioriiy, that bids the Pride of a white Man deſpiſe and 
_ trample on a black one. | 


What Preference, in the Name of that myſterious 


God, whom theſe Inſulters of our Colour pretend to 
worſhip; what wild imaginary Superiority of Digni- 
ty has their pale ſickly ¶hiteneſs to boaſt of, when 
compar'd with our Maje/tick Glaſſineſs If there " 
Merit in Delicacy, we have Skins as ſoft as their Hel- 


vets: If in Manlineſs, Conſider your Shape, your 


| Strength, and your Movement! Are they not all eaſier, 

firmer, and more graceful? Let a white Man expoſe 

his feeble Face to the Vinds; let him climb Hills 
: againſt Rains: Let him go burn his uncover'd Tem- 

ples in the Heat of High-Noon, as we do. Will he 
bear it too, as we do? No: The Variations of his 
changeable Countenance will make manifeſt the Faint 
| neſs he was born to. He will be fich, and grow pale, 


and red, by Turns : He will be ; PI d, rough, and 
Sun bin nt. Tho terrible and haughty to his Slaves, 
he will 4% all Fierceneſs in his Eye, by the ſmalleſt 


Struggle with thoſe Elements, which We are Proof 


againſt the Rage of. 


Ihe whole Advantage, then, of theſe proud 5 
Spoilers of the Work of God, who dare make Beaſts 


of human Forms, as noble and more manly than 


their own, in what conſiſts it, but ſuperior Happi- 


neſs * They are not wiſer by Nature, but more ex- 


ercis'd in Art, than 0e are. I hey are not braver, 
but more crafty, and aſſiſt their Anger by Diſcipline, 
They have Rules and Modes in War; which aCtuate, 


as by one Soul, the moſt numerous Badies of arm'd 
People. While we, depriv'd of ſuch Improvement, 


and acting reſolutely, | but not dependently, divide 
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and % our Firmneſs. Vou ſaw the Repreſentation 


of it, but laſt Week, in an Example, from this 


neighbouring River - As if the God, that animates 
your Purpoſe, had commanded it to overflow, for your 
Inſtruction and Warning! Obſerve, how narrow it 
looks at preſent: Yet, becauſe it runs confin'd, 
wvithin its Banks, hark! How roaringly it ruſhes 


down upon the Low-Lands of our Enemy! And 


with how ſteady and reſiſtleſs a Torrent! The other 


Day, you ſaw it broader: For it roſe among the 
1 Woods, and almoſt floated our Savannah. But, 


was it the louder, for ſuch Breadth 2 Was it, then, 


thus foaming and terrible? Far from it; you can all 


remember, as I do, that it was then flat, tame, and 


muddy ; and had neither Violence nor Tendency. 


As ſoon as I became able to read, J diſcover'd, in 


the holieft of all Books, in the Prntajn of white 
Men's Religion; I diſcover'd there, with a Mixture 
of Amazement and prophetic Joy, that the very Man, 
from whom they had deriv'd the Name they had 
given me, of Moſes, had been the happy Delwerer 
of a Nation] Of a Nation choſen and belov'd by 
| Ged the Deliverer of this choſen Nation, from 
juſt ſuch a Slavery as ours ! Juſt ſo unfair, oppreflive, 
and unnatural ; and, in every Act and Circumſtance, 
reſembling that, which you and your Forefathers 
have groan d under Innumerable Thouſands of his 


captive Countrymen were as darkly ignorant as 
you are: All unknowing their own Rights; and 


forc'd, like you, to * for ungrateful, and er- 


cileſs Maſters Till this firſt Moſes, this great Giver 


of my Name, was called out by Heaven; and thro” 
a Courſe of miraculous Events, inſtructed in the 


Arts and Learning of thoſe infolent Enflavers : That 
ſo he might be worthy, in the Fullneſs of God's Time, 
to ſtand out, his Infirument, for the Redemption” of a 


People. 4 
What now will our Task-maſters pretend to 6 


: ject againſt the Lawfulneſs of our Revolt? If they 


ſay our Forefathers were Slaves: So were the An- 
ceſtors of thoſe Heroes, whom their Moſes, their * 
5 moſt 


ſhall poſſeſs me but a Moment. I will recover my 
Voice as ſoon as IJ am able; and go on to enumerate 
VIfuII Goa 3 
Alas It is not pgſſible] It is too terrible a Task! 
T have neither Patience nor Breath enough to find“! 
Names for your Sorrows! Wou'd to Heav'n I cou'd 
as eafily baniſh them from my Memory, as I can 
forbear to diſgrace you by their Deſcription ! But 
Fancy will not ſuffer me to forget them. Imagina- 
tion, officious: to torment me, invades my Gletp with 
your Shriebings. My very Dreams are made bloody 
by your J/hips, I am inſulted by the Scoffs, the 


__ 
moſt worſhip'd Moſes, deliver'd from Slavery, Will 
they urge, that they have paid a Price; and, there- 
We, claim us as their Property ? Grant them the 
Life of a firſt unhappy Captive, to repay this Claim 
of his proud Purchaſer. But did they alſo byy his 
Race? Muſt the Childrens Children of this Mreteh's 
Children be begotten, and tranſmitted to Slavery, be- 


| cauſe that ſingle Wretch himſelf was unſucceſsful _ 
in a Battle, and had been put to Sale inſtead of 


Slaughter? 


Periſb the provoking Image of ſo ſhameleſs a Pre- 
= tenſion! Let them recollect, how ſoon the Profits, 
which they too well knew to make, from any one of 


our poor Father's Toi, repaid them for his barbarous 
Purchaſe. Let them tell us, (if they dare ſee Truth, 
in any Light that ſhews them not their Intereſt) 
whether all the Pomp, the Pride, the Wantonneſs, 


of that Proſperity we fee them live in, is not the 


Purchaſe of our Sweat, our Tears, and our Diftreſ- 


ſes? And ſhall they derive their very Luxury from 
Mretches, to whom they grudge the Bread of Nou- 

riſhment? Shall they rejoice, but by our Afliction, yet 
deny their Pity to our Agonies? ro ue 
Indulge me, dear Friends! Your Permiſſion, to 


„ep here and weep. I know it is a Weakneſs: And it 


Cruelties, the grinding, biting Inſalence, which we 


train up our poor Children to the Taſte of ! Why re- 


jaic'd we at their Birth, unhappy, innocent, Bleeders ? 


Or, why do they /mile in our Faces, ſince we intend . 


| them 
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[86] | 
them but for Anguiſh and Agony ? Yet, they know 


we have no Comfort to give them. Such as is ours, 
they inherit Happier Parents bequeath Money, and 


Vanity, and Indalence, to their Offspring. Alas! theſe 


are Legacies, for Freemen! We have nothing but our 


Shame to beſtow on our Poſterity : Nothing, but the 


Shame of our Baſeneſ5, who have lengthen'd out our 
Slavery to out-laſt even Life, by aſſigning them our 
Children, on whom to practiſe our Tortures. But I - 


| have done with the Horrors of this Subject. You 
have awaken'd me, by that lamentable Hool, into 
a Repentance that I touch'd you too ſenſibly. Let us 


think then no more upon what we have Suffer d. Let | 


us reſolve to ſuffer no longer. 


In the Faftneſſes of theſe Waren Mountains, and 
among Foreſts, ſo dark and impenetrable, we ſhall. 
have latle to fear, if we but continue on the Defen- 


ive. Here are Savannahs for Cattle; and burnt Moods 
for Corn: And, as other things, which we have not, 


ſhall be wanted, there are ſo many Outlets and De- 


ſcents, on every Side, for Excurſion, that we can 


break down, unexpected, upon the ſcatter'd Planta- 


tions below us; and return with whatever we 7h, 
from the Store-houſes of our Enemy, Let us there- 
fore repreſs Malice and Cruelty : Let us rather ſtudy 
to ſupport our new Liberty, than revenge our paſt Sla- 
very. While we train and confirm our Forces, by 
the Diſcipline and Exerciſe they are beginning to 


practiſe, we ſhall grow ſtronger, both by our Sk}, 


and our Numbers : For all of our Colour, whoſe Hearts 
have not ⁊ohten'd themſelves, in Terror of their im- 
perious Torturers, will borrow Safety from the Night, 


and eſcape to us from every Quarter. Or, ſhould 


ſuch Opportunities be taken from them, by the Vi- 


gilance of their Maſters, we can encourage, and draw 


them with us, as often as we make Incurſions, there- 
by weakening at once our Enemy, and encreaſing 
our own Strength, till our very Numbers ſhall have 
made us invincible. 


I know there are Gin raſh Spirits among us, who 


= affirm that much more is poſſible : Perhaps it may be 


io, | 


[8] 


by our Prudence. For, even cou'd we extirpate our 
Enemies, and drive them out of the Iſland, it wou'd 


and unsxkill'd in Navigation, to maintain our Poſ- 


petual freſh Supplies, which wou'd be pour'd in, by 
their Fleets, for Recovery of rich Townſhips, and 
Settlements. W hereas, here, we ſhall have only their 


our Miſery: But God, more juſt, and more merciful, 
has turn d them to our Benefit, „ 
I have ſhewn Sulphur and Saltpetre to your Cap- 
. tains, in ſeveral Places, upon our Hills. Vou have 


ſions. You might every where find ron - but that 


Arms, if ſo much trouble were neceflary : But there 
the Return of thoſe who ſhall dare to invade us, and 


and-perpetuate our Fenn 
Let us underſtand then, and accept God's Bounty. 
Let us divide, and appropriate, the Highlands, Let 


too, as well as Land, let us, by ſubmitting to Go- 


Lot, let them acknowledge us 1% kind for their Cru- 


0, can never be depriv'd of, but in Trafjick : And we 
0 may receive, in Exchange, a thouſand Things, for 
. e = 


ſo, to our Courage but it ought to be unattempted 


be found an unſurmountable Difficulty, without Ships, 


ſeſſion of the cultivated and open Coaſts, againſt per- 


Pride to contend with: Their Avarice will not envy 
us our Mountains, where, yet, we have every Art, 
within ourſelves, that can be neceſſary for our Sup- 
port and Security. They taught us theſe Arts, for 


Hand-mills in every Company, for preparing your 
 Gun-powder, that moſt precious of all your Poſſeſ- 


it abounds in your Enemies Marebouſes. Having Ar- 


is a zearer Way to obtain em. It is but to prevent 


the Arms, which they bring for our Ruin, will enlarge 


us plant, and poſſeſs, tor Poſterity. Cultivating Law 


vernment, become too generous for Slavery. As often 

as the Enemy, from the Coafts of the Iſland, ſhall _ 
attempt to diſlodge us from its Centre, let em find us 
too ſtrong for their Anger: But if they content them- 
ſelves with their own, and leave us in Poſſeſſion of our 


elty. They muſt always want the Cattle, which we 


1 ta - 
Wt: our Baſe; which? it will be more for their Beridhe by 
l fell us; Khan provoke'us to con fuer. „„ 
Be of Comfort therefore, my Frienls and: hope 2 
things s from Patience. Even Time that runs on eti- 
; ig, till it hall be % in Eternth; forfiss its Pra. 
"orefs put /bowly. "Tho! Ages appear va Spares,” the 
* TER all 983 meaſur'd by Moments. Be not, there- 
fore; 10% haſty. Content yourſelves to be- thought = 
10%, for a while, till you have ſecur'd and deepen'd 
| "ms your Foundation. The Building will riſe, Hronger, 
| | HRS mare broad, and more beautiful. Vou have all heard 
| || {585 talk of the Datch; thoſe Rivals in Riches and Power, 
[ to the moſt confiderable Princes of the Earth! What 
were theſe, about a hundred Years paſt, but a Kind 
of zu hite Slaves, to a Monarch, who now calls them 
his Brothers ? Keep this impiring Example in your 
Eye; and aſſure yourſelves, that the proudeſt of your 
Enemies will embrace you, in ſpite of your Colour, 
when they foreſee Deftruftion in your 2 bur N 
and * in 28 Hiengiip. 
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